Walter "Wally" A. Doering
September 14, 1935 - April 12, 2019

Walter “Wally” A. Doering, age 83 of Waukesha, WI, passed away peacefully on April 12,
2019. Wally is survived by his wife of 49 years, Bernadette “Bernie”; his children, Michelle
(Shawn) Fitzpatrick, Steven Doering, James (Traci) Doering and Daniel Doering;
grandsons Collin and Connor Fitzpatrick (of whom he was very proud); other relatives and
many, many friends. Wally was preceded in death by his parents, Walter E. and Gertrude
Doering and his sister Marlene (Doering) Webber.
Wally was born in Wausau, Wisconsin on September 14, 1935 and grew up on the family
farm in Athens, Wisconsin. He attended Athens High School where he lettered in
basketball for 2 years, baseball for 1 year and served as class president for 3 years before
graduating in 1953. He also lettered in band where he played the trumpet and served as
Athens High School Representative to the Badger Boys State between his junior and
senior year. He spent several years working in sales in Minnesota, where he met Bernie,
and they were married on October 11, 1969. Wally’s career took him and Bernie to
Barbados before eventually settling in Waukesha, Wisconsin in 1971 to raise their family
and where Wally worked for many years as manager of Randall’s Furniture Store and
McCoy’s Furniture Store. Wally continued his furniture career at Steinhafels Furniture in
Waukesha for 28 years where he was one of their top salesmen, quickly establishing a
large, devoted client base and earning many sales awards during his career. Wally loved
music and played the trumpet in several polka bands in Central Wisconsin for 20 years,
including Bob Storck & His Band and the Roger Allen Orchestra. Wally loved all Wisconsin
sports teams. He was an avid golfer and played on and managed several successful
softball teams for the Waukesha Park & Rec for many years. Wally was also on several
bowling leagues for many years, playing at Sunset Bowl and AMF in Waukesha, and even
bowled a 300-game. He spent his free time watching various sports games live and on TV
(his favorite teams were the Brewers, the Packers, the Badgers and the Bucks) and he
enjoyed spending time with his family, going to movies, golfing and going for walks. Wally
also enjoyed traveling, having visited Europe and every state in the Contiguous U.S., and
he enjoyed spending the past several winters in Gulf Shores, Alabama with Bernie and
their friends. Wally was a loving husband, father, grandfather, and friend to everyone. Ask

anyone that knew Wally to describe him and they would say that Wally was just a
genuinely nice guy with a great sense of humor who always had a story to tell and could
easily talk with anyone. Perhaps Wally’s greatest achievement was his creation of the
“Doering Open” in 2006, an annual charity golf outing in memory of his sister Marlene,
who passed away from cancer in October 2005. Over the past 14 years, and through the
tireless efforts of Wally and his volunteers, the Doering Open raised over $100,000 to
benefit ProHealth Care’s cancer services, heart and vascular services and Angels Grace
Hospice.
The family would like to extend a very special thank you to Dr. Christopher Hake and the
staff at UW Cancer Center at ProHealth Care, as well as the staff at Angels Grace
Hospice in Oconomowoc for their support and loving care of Wally.
Services will take place on Sunday, April 28, 2019 at Ascension Lutheran Church, 1415
Dopp Street, Waukesha, WI 53188, with visitation from 3:00pm until time of service at
5:00pm. Pastor Chris Marien will preside. Private entombment will be at Prairie Home
Cemetery in Waukesha on Monday, April 29, 2019.
In lieu of flowers, memorials in the name of The Doering Open to the UW Cancer Center
at ProHealth Care, N16 W24131 Riverwood Drive, Waukesha, WI 53188, the UW Health
Heart & Vascular Center at ProHealth Care, 725 American Avenue, Waukesha, WI 53188,
and Angels Grace Hospice, W359 N7430, Brown Street, Oconomowoc, WI 53066 are
greatly appreciated.
“To live on in the hearts we leave behind is not to die.”

Cemetery

Events

Prairie Home Cemetery

APR

605 S. Prairie Avenue

28

Waukesha, WI, 53186

Visitation

03:00PM - 05:00PM

Ascension Lutheran Church
1415 Dopp Street, Waukesha, WI, US, 53188

APR
28

Funeral Service

05:00PM - 05:45PM

Ascension Lutheran Church
1415 Dopp Street, Waukesha, WI, US, 53188

Comments

“

Our thoughts are with all of you as you celebrate Wally's life this afternoon. Wish we
were closer so we could be there. We're so glad he and Bernie stopped to see us on
their trip to FL last year. We had such a great visit with them. Wally was the best and
will be missed by all who knew him.

Mary & Dick Milbauer - April 28, 2019 at 03:47 PM

“

Wally was an all around nice, friendly, lovable guy. I remember the "Community of the
Living Spirit" where we worshiped and socialized in fun activities. He was one that
was always willing to lend a helping hand. So glad that we ended up at Ascension
Lutheran Church to worship together in later years. Called on him at Steinhafel's for
a couch and end table lamps. Now every time I sit or stand up from our recliner
couch or turn the lights on or off, I will lift up a prayer for our dear friend. Wally you
are missed. Our sympathy to Bernie, Michelle, Steve and Jim and family. May God
surround you with comfort and peace. Donna Savin & Nancy Linkl

Donna Savin - April 28, 2019 at 03:37 PM

“

Wally was the kind of guy that everyone wanted to be around forever. Our family is
very sad about his passing. Tom still has a photo of the team on his wall. He will be
missed by us and many people for sure. Thinking of the family and send huge
sympathy feelings.

Cammie Holterman - April 28, 2019 at 01:41 PM

“

I will never forget how great Wally was at running the golf tournaments. So much fun
and he made everybody feel that they were special for contributing to his golf outing.
I remember two years ago when we had the putt off before dinner and I was in it.
Wally was down on his knees measuring the distances from the balls to the holes. I
swear he was pulling for me. We laughed and laughed as to how close it all was and
I was so honored to be in it. Wally I miss you already.
Jean Henning

Jean Henning - April 27, 2019 at 09:06 AM

“

To my good friend I would call Uncle Wally!! He was mentor help coach me in
baseball as a kid and we bowled together!! No matter where I saw him brought a
smile to my face only to joke about things that were going on with us at time or have
heart to heart talk if needed! He was a man of intergrity and down to earth! No matter
what just talking with him would bring great joy! Uncle Wally you will be missed by
all!! To my friend Jim and family your in my thoughts and prayers

Mike Ruekert - April 18, 2019 at 02:14 PM

“

I worked with Wally at Steinhafel’s. Such a great guy! Always welcoming to new
people and willing to help.

Katie - April 16, 2019 at 02:22 PM

“

I knew Wally from Steinhafels. He was a wonderful kindhearted man. So glad I got to know
him.
Bonnie Lederhaus - April 17, 2019 at 10:48 AM

“

Wally was the best of the best! He gave me my very first job at a furniture store he
managed. Then I worked with him for ten years at Steinhafels. He was a good friend of my
brother and one of the few great people left. He will leave a huge hole. Sympthaies to
Bernie and the whole Doering family.
Amy Boettcher-Singer - April 17, 2019 at 12:05 PM

“
“

great guy always a good smile gona miss Wally at softball steve hill
steve hill - April 17, 2019 at 10:43 PM

Wally was a great help to me when I started at Steinhafels. He took me under his wings
taught me lot. Enjoyed a few beers with him at his good friend Bob's bar the Wonderland.
Customers still to this stop in at Steinhafels asking for Wally or sharing a story. My sincere
condolences to his family... Thanks Wally! Luvya...
Bill harrHar - April 18, 2019 at 12:43 AM

“

Wally will do be missed in Gulf Shores!!!!
We will miss his friendly personality and his constant smile!!
Prayers to his wife and family.
sue chestnut - April 18, 2019 at 08:44 AM

