Ursula Theresa Wirtz
January 8, 1930 - August 24, 2020

Ursula Theresa Wirtz of Waukesha was a caring person whose profession as a nurse was
more than just a job; it was a calling. Her passion for helping extended to her life as a
mother, grandmother, and friend. She passed away on Monday, August 24, 2020, at
AngelsGrace Hospice at the age of 90 years.
She was born in Morrison County, Minnesota, on January 8, 1930, the daughter of
Albrecht and Rose (nee Moser) Kahlhamer, and moved to Mayville, Wisconsin, where she
grew up. Ursula married Leo Wirtz on April 7, 1951, at St. Mary Catholic Church in
Mayville. The newlyweds lived in Milwaukee before settling in Waukesha, where they
raised four children: Mary, Tom, Bob, and Jeanne. Education and hard work – along with
fun – were priorities at the Wirtz household, with all the children earning advanced
degrees. Leo and Ursula loved parties, dancing, and socializing, and were gracious hosts
to their many friends and their large extended family. Leo passed away on May 13, 2019.
For 60 years, Ursula proudly worked as a registered nurse in many medical settings. She
spent the majority of her career working as a certified occupational health nurse for GE,
Wisconsin Centrifugal (now MetalTek), Grede Foundry, and Northwestern Mutual. Ursula,
along with her husband Leo, were members of St. Mary Parish in Waukesha for more than
50 years, where Ursula was active in ushering, Christian Women, and serving funeral
lunches.
Preceded in death by her husband Leo, her dear son Tom, parents, brother Melvin
Kahlhamer, and sisters Geraldine Moldenhauer and Eileen Kahlhamer. Ursula is survived
by her children, Mary (Mark) Northrup, Bob (Nancy) Wirtz, Jeanne (Barry) Gantenbein,
daughter-in-law Patty Wirtz, 9 grandchildren: Joel, Josh, Ben, Amelia, Elizabeth,
Madeline, Matt, Beth, and Lauren, 9 great-grandchildren, brother Cleo Kahlhamer, and
sisters Doreen Dorst and Irene Andrews.
Ursula has donated her body to the Medical College of Wisconsin, in order that she may
continue to be of service to future health care professionals.

A private funeral Mass was held at St. Mary Catholic Church in Waukesha. A celebration
of life for Ursula will be held at a later date when the community is safe. Interment will be
at St. Joseph Cemetery alongside her beloved husband Leo. Memorials in Ursula’s name
may be made to Avalon Square Waukesha or St. Mary Catholic Church, Waukesha, for a
beautification project.

Cemetery
St. Joseph Cemetery
S22 W22890 Broadway Avenue
Waukesha, WI, 53186

Comments

“

To Aunt Ursulas family. I extend my sincerest sympathy. I just loved your mom and
dad. They were the most sincere couple.

Joseph Morgen - August 28, 2020 at 08:02 AM

“

Prayers and sympathy for your loss.
I remember Ursula as such a fun loving and kind woman in my Red Hat chapter. We
had a lot of fun together.
Red Hat Queen Mum Jo Simon (now living in Kansas)

JoAnne Simon - August 27, 2020 at 05:46 PM

“

Thoughts & Prayers was purchased for the family of Ursula Theresa Wirtz.

August 27, 2020 at 01:53 PM

“

Dear Jeanne,
Lee and I are so sorry for your loss. A mom is such an integral part of a family. She is
a selfless, loving person who must sacrifice many of her wants and needs for others.
A mother's goal is to make sure her children are equipped do well in life, to lead their
own family and to be a productive member of society. Your mom must have been all
of those things because she raised you, and you are a great daughter, awesome
mother, good friend and wonderful person. Our condolences to you and your family.
- Lee & Mary Hager.

Mary Hager - August 27, 2020 at 01:41 PM

“

Dear Jeanne & family,
I am so sorry about the loss of your Mom. It sounds like she was a wonderful person
who will be missed by all who knew her. May God hold all of you in the palm of his
hand during this difficult time.
Peace to all,
Colleen Raupp & Family

Colleen C Raupp - August 27, 2020 at 10:20 AM

