Richard "Dick" L. Oates
August 5, 1938 - January 6, 2021

Richard “Dick” L. Oates of Waukesha passed away peacefully surrounded by the love of
his family at Fairway Knoll in Germantown on Wednesday, January 6, 2021 at the age of
82. He was born in Assumption, IL on August 5, 1938 the son of Lloyd and Adolphine (nee
Morez) Oates. Dick grew up in Central, Illinois and due to his father’s work with the IL
Central Railroad their family moved every few years. Playing golf, baseball and track
helped Dick make friends each time they moved. He credited his adaptability to these
moves to his later success in life as he made changes with his career. Dick went on to
graduate from Dixon High School and he was always proud to tell people this was the
school Ronald Reagan graduated from. He worked summers for the railroad earning
enough money to put himself through Carroll College. At Carroll he made lifelong friends,
found a career he loved and met his first wife Judy Mink there. Together they had two
children, Mike, and Jenny. Judy preceded Dick in death in 2003. In 2004 he met, Carolyn
Hunter and they were married in 2010. Together they built a home at the Verandah in Fort
Meyers, Florida where they met and have many friends, they explored their loved of travel
and Dick taught Carolyn to play golf.
Dick was a successful businessman and banker, retiring as President of Sunset Bank,
Waukesha. His family was his greatest love, and he will be dearly missed.
He is survived by his wife Carolyn Hunter Oates, his son Mike Oates and daughter Jenny
(Chuck) Burghaus; his grandchildren, Kyle Oates, Allie (Chris) Selbo and Sarah (David)
Laughlin; great-grandchildren, Liam, and Mira Selbo; his stepchildren, Amy (Mike) Dethloff
and Sara (Chris) Woll, step-grandchildren, Eric and Sam Dethloff and Jackson and Archer
Woll. He is further survived by nieces, nephews, other relative and many friends around
the country. He was preceded in death by his first wife, Judy Mink Oates, his parents,
Lloyd and Adolphine Oates and his brother Jim Oates.
The family wishes to extend their deepest appreciation to Fairway Knoll and Brighton
Hospice for their wonderful care.

Visitation will be held on Saturday, Aug. 28, 2021 from 10:30 AM until the 12:00 PM (noon)
Celebration of Life at First United Methodist Church, 121 Wisconsin Ave., Waukesha, WI
53186. Face masks or coverings are required by First United Methodist Church. Private
interment was held at Prairie Home Cemetery. Memorials in Dick’s name are appreciated
to the Richard and Carolyn Hunter Oates Endowed Scholarship Fund for International
Study at Carroll University, 100 N. East Ave., Waukesha, WI 53186.

Cemetery Details
Prairie Home Cemetery
605 S. Prairie Avenue
Waukesha, WI 53186
http://www.prairiehomecemetery.com/

Previous Events
Visitation
AUG 28. 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)
First United Methodist Church
121 Wisconsin Avenue
Waukesha, WI 53186

Celebration of Life
AUG 28. 12:00 PM - 12:45 PM (CT)
First United Methodist Church
121 Wisconsin Avenue
Waukesha, WI 53186

Tribute Wall

CD

Dick helped us with the purchase of our first house and in the following years as
money matters came up. Good memories.
C Van Domelen - August 21, 2021 at 12:34 PM

MB

Tenderly, may time heal your sorrow.
Gently, may friends ease your pain.
Softly, may peace replace heartache,
And may warmest thoughts remain.
With our deepest sympathy
Marilyn & Gene Baus
Marilyn Baus - January 21, 2021 at 02:47 PM

JH

Hi Mike and Jenny,
This is Jim Hayes, a good old friend of your dad's. We had many fun times fishing
in Land 'O Lakes. Sometimes we did more imbibing that fishing, so the fish were
safe and we had a great time. One time, and your dad caught a 28" Walleye. He
wasn't so much concerned about the fish, he was concerned about getting his
lure out of the net quickly so he could get his line back in the water to catch
another one. He was a fine gentleman and he will be sorely missed. Please keep
me in mind when the celebration of his life is scheduled as I surely would like to
be there. JimHayes34@hotmail.com. 715-581-2463.
Jim Hayes - January 11, 2021 at 01:42 PM

SM

When I met Dick in 1956 at Carroll, I knew he was a very special guy....so special
that I 'fixed' him up with my roommate for the Sig Ep winter formal in 1958 (and
the rest was history!)......and so special that I was delighted when I learned he
had met Carolyn Hunter, who I had known since our Campo Fiesta teen-age
days. Dick was thoughtful, kind, caring, humble and a special friend to all lucky
enough to know him. You could count on Dick...he was a prince among men, and
will never be forgotten. My sympathy to all who loved him and to everyone who
grieves with the family he so dearly cherished.
Sue (Graaskamp) Martin
Susan Martin - January 10, 2021 at 08:08 PM

DT

Hi Jenny and Mike - this is Deb Hayes (Tuttle). I remember when our families
would get together when we were little, and the kids would swim and the parents
would have their fun too. I vividly remember hearing your dad's laugh, which
came easily and often, usually after telling a good story. You have my deepest
condolences and well wishes.
Deb
Debra Tuttle - January 10, 2021 at 02:25 PM

DF

So sorry to hear this, love to Carolyn and the family.
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick Falvey - January 10, 2021 at 11:40 AM

SE

I am sorry to hear of Dick's passing, he was a wonderful man. I worked for him in
the old Waukesha Savings days and learned a great deal from him in the
mortgage world. He was a mentor and helped others further their careers. My
prayers to the family.
Sincerely,
Sue Evans
Susan E Evans - January 09, 2021 at 03:55 PM

SC

We have such wonderful memories of our monthly Dining Out evenings with
Carolyn and Dick. He was so interesting to talk with; he truly listened and
remembered. He was such a caring, gentleman, and just lit up when Carolyn was
near him. We are so blessed to have known him. Our prayers are with you and
your family, Carolyn.
Sharon and Fred Coburn - January 09, 2021 at 12:30 PM

LB

I have known Dick since 1978, when I started working at
Waukesha Savings and Loan. I also started ComCor with
him. He was truly a wonderful person and he will be
missed.
My thoughts and prayers are with Dick, his family and
friends
Rest In Peace Dick
Lynne Brandt - January 08, 2021 at 04:48 PM

