Phillip J. Strazzinski
August 23, 1937 - October 6, 2019

Phillip J. Strazzinski formerly of Racine, died on Sunday, October 6, 2019 at AngelsGrace
Hospice surrounded by his loving family at the age of 82. He was born in Swanson, MI on
August 23, 1937 the oldest of four children of John and Mary (nee Susko) Strazzinski.
Phillip attended Michigan State’s Agriculture Program from 1955 to 1956. On May 2, 1964
he married the love of his life Barbara DeHahn at St. Stanislaus Parish in Racine; she
preceded him in death. He worked as a pressman from 1957 until 1998 at Western
Publishing in Racine. His contribution to children books was always very appreciated by
his family. Phillip was always the family storyteller, especially of their family history which
will be missed. Following his retirement, he loved the adventure of road-trips in search of
antiques and casinos with his wife Barbara until her death in 2009. In recent years, he
lived his adventures through his grandchildren’s growth into adulthood. He also became a
talented scroll saw woodworker and cut many wood creations, especially carrying crosses
for ICU patients. He leaves many relatives and friends behind and sends his love to all.
He will be sadly missed by his two children, Theresa (Michael) Kelly and David (Jamie)
Strazzinski and his grandchildren, Elizabeth (Bryant) and Nicholas (Penelope). He is
further survived by many other relatives and friends.
Special thanks to his friends and staff at the Muskego Regency Lodge and AngelsGrace
Hospice.
Always remember to “Make me proud”
Visitation will be held on Saturday, October 19, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. until the 11:00 a.m.
memorial service at the Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home, 1110 S. Grand Ave.,
Waukesha. Burial will follow at Prairie Home Cemetery.

Cemetery

Events

Prairie Home Cemetery OCT
605 S. Prairie Avenue

19

Waukesha, WI, 53186

Visitation

09:00AM - 11:00AM

Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home
1110 South Grand Avenue, Waukesha, WI, US, 53186

OCT
19

Memorial Service

11:00AM - 11:45AM

Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home
1110 South Grand Avenue, Waukesha, WI, US, 53186

Comments

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Phillip J. Strazzinski.

Yesterday at 01:30 AM

“

Theresa and family, I am so very sorry to hear of the passing of your father. My
thoughts and prayers are with you all.
Marjory Betchkal

Marjory Betchkal - October 14 at 02:26 PM

“

A few years back Phil and Barbara and I became good friends and neighbors.
They were my across the street neighbors that I slowly befriended after my father
passed away.
I remember how it started I started sharing some of my homegrown vegetables with
them and little by little I started to go across the street and have some long visits with
them then I started sharing food with them and it kept growing into a genuine lovely
friendship.
I could need anything and they were always there for me.
Barbara and I went shopping together many different times and Phil would do
amazing things for me like fixing my special popcorn makers that were all broke. He
could fix anything. He fixed my lawn mower he put a battery in my car in the freezing
cold put a new light fixture up in one of my rooms.
all I was able to do in return was cook meals for them and bring them across the
street.
But I believe they enjoyed them. Then the unthinkable happened Barbara got sick
and too quickly was gone. I felt lost without her as she was a true friend.
slowly after along period I started to call Phil and say hello and let him know that I
was thinking of him, and I started to cook for him.
He started to help me with my snow and I’d be out there with my shovel and he’d
come over and do all my snow with his snowblower.

He wouldn’t take money for it so I continue to cook for him and we would call on each
other to see if things were OK.
He also gave me many different woodworking pieces that were made to perfection.
Then without warning Phil got very sick and had to leave his home.
We kept in touch on and off until we both said goodbye and thanked each other for
everything.
I thought of him often then I got the phone call from his daughter Teresa whom I’ve
been wanting to call to find out how he was.
She told me he’s with Barbara now.
I love them both. God bless you Phil. I will always remember you
Love Barbara Kaprelian
Barbara Kaprelian - October 14 at 12:08 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Phillip J. Strazzinski.

October 08 at 07:58 PM

“

So sorry to hear this sad news. He was such a big part of the family for so many
years. He may be absent but the memories will go on in his place to make you smile
and shake your head, "Oh, Poppy"!
Big hugs from the Druecke Family

Jackie Druecke - October 08 at 09:34 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Phil's passing. Phil is my first cousin, but we were 14 years apart
so I never really got to know him as well as I would have liked to. I remember his
caring and compassionate personality and his historical way of looking at life. He
made it a point to come to both of my parents funerals and I so enjoyed seeing and
talking with him. He is now with our Lord and continuing to bless us with his love and

caring.
Ron Strazzinski
Ron Strazzinski - October 08 at 07:14 AM

“

Uncle Phil, I was named after him, not just the Apostle. I remember a night where my
Dad and I struggled with a truck transmission for a neighbor, Uncle Phil and David
came by and helped us get past the issue! And another time I drove him to work at
Western Publishing for a week, while the car was getting repaired. Or the time he
helped cut out my son's pinewood derby cars on his jigsaw table. He is a very
honorable man, always proud that he was my Uncle! Phil DeHahn

Phil DeHahn - October 07 at 10:21 PM

“

Theresa, I'm so sorry to hear about your Dad. I will always cherish the beautiful scroll
wood carvings he made. Such a sweet, talented man. Prayers that fun loving
memories help lessen your sadness and bring you some peace.
Love,
Holly Soto

Holly Soto - October 07 at 06:16 PM

“

Mr. Strazzinski always has a way of making you feel welcome and at ease, with just
a couple of words. He has such a positive outlook on life. He’d reminisce some of his
lifetime difficulties and help you realize that things are pretty good, not as bad as we
thought.
I could have sat for hours listening to his stories, and with such amazement at the
details he recalled from generations past. His sense of right and wrong, and faith, as
well as just life situations, would show through in his stories. It was comforting to
hear that.
During our last visit he referred to himself as coming to the downside of his rainbow.
At the time that was hard to hear. It made a curious-sounding memory.
…. Now I think what a beautiful reflection Mr. Strazzinski left us with.
The rainbow was God’s great promise to us. And one of those promises is Eternal
Life.
As difficult as it is for us to understand, we just somehow believe.
We believe in the promise of Eternal Life.
For us, the wonder of Mr. Strazzinski will remain with us……

To his family, friends, loved ones,
He has been such an important part of your lives.
Know that he lives on in each of you.
Know the joy, what a difference he has made, … his life has made, by being a part of
your lives.
Our deepest thoughts and prayers and love are with you during these difficult days,
Anne, Rick, Kristine & Julie Kelnhofer
Anne - October 07 at 04:58 PM

“

Theresa, so sorry to here this sad news. My prayers are with you and your family.
Ann Krueger

Ann Krueger - October 07 at 04:18 PM

