Peter J. "Pete" Van Horn
December 16, 1939 - November 14, 2020

Peter J. “Pete” Van Horn of the town of Delafield, passed away at Waukesha Memorial
Hospital on Saturday, November 14, 2020 after a brief illness. He was born on December
16, 1939 in Edgerton, Wisconsin the son of Lester Milton and Mary Kathryn Van Horn. On
January 2, 1960 he married Meredith “Penny” Grant in Milton, Wisconsin. She preceded
him in death on December 23, 2015.
Pete graduated from UW-Madison with his bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering and
went on to be a Professional Engineer and General Contractor. He established Van Horn
Construction in 1972 with his wife Penny. He used his education and passion for helping
others through many charitable projects in his local community and Mirebalais, Haiti. He
enjoyed serving as a Town of Delafield Supervisor, being a part of the Waukesha Rotary,
as well as many other community service-oriented groups. As a UW-Madison Alum, he
loved to cheer on the Badger sports teams and was proud to have many of his family
members attend UW-Madison. He was fond of hunting and fishing at the cabin up north
and in Montana.
Pete will be greatly missed by his children Mark (Lora) Van Horn of Springfield, MO, Brian
Van Horn of Durham, North Carolina, and Mary (Randy) Peterson of Pewaukee.
Grandchildren David (Erin) Schuster, Courtney Van Horn, Stephen Schuster, Esther
(Joshua) Clark, Olivia Van Horn, Naomi Van Horn, Meg Van Horn and great-grandson
Rhett Clark. He is further survived by his sister Judith Maxson and brother Robert (Rita)
Van Horn, nieces, nephews, other relatives and many friends. In addition to his wife
Penny, he was preceded in death by his brother David Van Horn, daughter-in-law Karen
Van Horn and brother-in-law Roland Maxson.
A private memorial service will be held after the first of the year at First Baptist Church of
Hartland. A livestream of the service may be available to the public, please visit the
church’s website fbchartland.org for further information. A recording will also be available
to watch after the service has taken place on the funeral home website. In lieu of flowers,
memorials are appreciated to First Baptist Church of Hartland or the “Pete Van Horn

Memorial fund” which will be used to further Pete’s work in Haiti. Donations for either may
be sent to the church at 708 Tenny Ave. Hartland, WI 53029.

Comments

“

My sister-in-law mailed me Pete's obituary. He and my husband, Hank Lukas, were
in the same high school class. It is interesting that they passed away only five days
apart. Hank's obit can be found at www.fullernaples.com search for Henry Lukas.
Pete and Penny (and then Pete alone) always attended the Milton class reunions
and it was a pleasure to get to know them then. It's wonderful that a memorial fund is
set up to further his work in Haiti.
It is very difficult during this time of COVID to hold memorial and funeral services.
Allow me to extend my most sincere condolences to Pete's family. I pray that your
services at First Baptist Church will be a blessing to you. Thank God that we have
the blessed assurance that heaven is real and Pete and Hank now live in our
Father's House forever.
Cindy Lukas

Cindy Lukas - December 28, 2020 at 01:16 PM

“

Dear Mark, Brian, and Mary,
My parents shared with me about your dad's passing. He was a wonderfully kind and
patient man. I remember him fondly today as I remember him taking me under his
wing for 2 summers as a "gopher." I learned so much from him that I still use! I also
remember all the wonderful times together with our two families at Zion Presbyterian
Church.
My prayers are with you all in the coming weeks.
Wade Heinen

Wade Heinen - December 03, 2020 at 10:02 AM

“

Dear Mark, Brian, and Mary,
We have so many wonderful memories of our times we had with your parents at Zion
Presbyterian Church. We were also so fortunate to see you all grow up. We shared
many musical times in the choir and even as a mixed quartet singing some of our
favorite hymns together. We are sure they are celebrating a wonderful reunion in
their next life together.
Your Dad did many things to help others and was a great example of what it means
to put one's faith into action.
We were blessed to have your parents' friendship in our lives.
Our sympathy to you and your families.
Carolee and Dale Heinen

Dale Heinen - November 23, 2020 at 11:10 AM

“

Please accept my condolences. I new Pete through Waukesha North High school
when his children attended and through Rotary. His attitude and can do approach
was always appreciated.

Chuck Gobel - November 22, 2020 at 02:48 PM

“

Je suis vraiment désolé pour la famille et leurs amis de pete van Horn c'était comme un
père pour moi et pour beaucoup de gens en Haïti principalement à la ville de mirebalais il
nous a beaucoup aidés la mort de pete van Horn m'a beaucoup frappé de plus fon de mon
coeur courage à la famille et leurs amis de pete van Horn c'était un homme très courage il
m'a vraiment aidés toute mes condoléances à les enfants
Sandra Alexandre - November 24, 2020 at 08:53 PM

