Martin R. Dable
June 7, 1936 - September 19, 2019

Martin R. Dable, longtime Waukesha funeral director died on Thursday, September 19,
2019 surrounded by his family at AngelsGrace Hospice at age 83. He was born in
Waukesha on June 7, 1936 the son of the late Clarence Russell and Anna Catherine (nee
Schipp) Dable. Martin attended Duplainville Elementary School, a one room schoolhouse,
before attending Catholic Memorial High School and graduating from Waukesha High
School. He then studied at MATC before attending the Wisconsin Institute of Mortuary
Science. Martin proudly served his country in the United States Air Force from 1955 until
1959. Martin was a dedicated funeral director working for Borgwardt Funeral Home,
Molthen Bell Funeral Home and John J. Walloch Funeral Home. In 1972, Martin became
co-owner and partner with William Randle, and they purchased the former Hansen
Funeral Home property on Grand Avenue in Waukesha, establishing Randle-Dable
Funeral Home. He remained a proud and compassionate funeral director, honored to hold
his license to this day. Following retirement, he maintained a presence at the funeral home
with his calm demeanor, infectious smile and firm handshake. He also remained on the
Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home Board of Directors.
Martin was passionate about flying and instilled in his daughters and grandchildren the
same love for flying. For many years, he flew his own Beechcraft Sierra, was a member of
the EAA Chapter 11 and AOPA. Martin was also a proud member of the Flying Funeral
Directors of America where he had served as president.
Devoted to his community, Martin was a member of the Waukesha Lions Club for which
he served as a certified eye enucleator, serving the Wisconsin Lions Eye Bank for many
years. He received the highest honor in Lionism being named a Melvin Jones Fellow,
received the Burch-Sturm Fellowship and was conferred life membership. Martin was a
30-year member of the Waukesha Elks Lodge #400, the 3rd and 4th Degree Knights of
Columbus, the American Legion DJ Martin Post #8 and St. William Catholic Church. He
was also active at Ten Chimneys where he was part of the first docent class, volunteering
as a docent for 10 years. Ten Chimneys held a special place in Martin’s heart as he had
been the Lunt’s paperboy for a time.

Martin enjoyed motorcycling and motorsports as a hobby and was active in the Kettle
Moraine HOG Chapter. He was a member of the Family Motor Coach Association and he
enjoyed traveling with the Greater Midwest Classic Club in the family’s refurbished 1977
GMC Motorhome. Along with his wife, Shirley, they also enjoyed traveling the world
together. Martin was very innovative and a Mr. Fix-it. If something needed to be fixed, he
always helped find a creative solution.
Most of all, Martin took great pride in his family. He cherished his wife, daughters and
grandchildren and will be forever missed.
Beloved husband and best friend to his wife of 59 years, Shirley (nee Edwards) of
Waukesha; Loving father of Laura A. Dable (Gary Cox) of Waukesha, Jennifer (James)
Rankin of Whitefish Bay and Melissa Mrozinski of Milwaukee; Proud grandfather of
Nathan and Margaret Rankin and Zofia Mrozinski and treasured brother of Vincent Dable
of town of Genesee. Martin is further survived by many cousins, nieces, nephews, other
relatives and numerous friends.

Heartfelt appreciation is extended to AngelsGrace Hospice for their kindness and
compassionate care provided to Martin and their family during this difficult and sad time.
Visitation will be held on Monday, September 23, 2019 from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at
Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home, 1110 S. Grand Avenue, Waukesha. At 7:00 p.m. an
Elks Lodge of Sorrow and parish vigil service will be held at the funeral home. Services
continue Tuesday, September 24th with prayers at the funeral home at 9:15 a.m. followed
by a procession to St. William Catholic Church, 440 N. Moreland Blvd., Waukesha, WI
53188 for the 10:00 a.m. funeral Mass. Father Patrick Heppe will preside. Graveside
services with full military honors will follow at St. Paul’s Cemetery. Memorials in Martin’s
name are appreciated to the Waukesha Elks Lodge #400, 2301 Springdale Rd,
Waukesha, WI 53186, the Waukesha Lions Club, P.O. Box 1004, Waukesha, WI 53187, to
St. William Catholic Church, or AngelsGrace Hospice, N74 W35908 Servants’ Way,
Oconomowoc, WI 53066.
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Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home
1110 South Grand Avenue, Waukesha, WI, US, 53186
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Elks Lodge of Sorrow

07:00PM - 07:15PM

Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home
1110 South Grand Avenue, Waukesha, WI, US, 53186
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Vigil Service

07:15PM - 07:45PM

Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home
1110 South Grand Avenue, Waukesha, WI, US, 53186
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Funeral Mass

10:00AM - 11:00AM

St. William Catholic Church
440 N. Moreland Blvd, Waukesha, WI, US, 53188

Comments

“

Linda Ruthenberg lit a candle in memory of Martin R. Dable

Linda Ruthenberg - September 24, 2019 at 01:45 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Martin R. Dable.

September 23, 2019 at 05:50 PM

“

Norm and I got to know Martin at Ten Chimneys--he was in the first docent training
class with us and we shared good times learning the ropes and hearing Martin's
personal experiences. He and Norm also enjoyed talking about flying, beer, and
other fun things. As someone else has commented, Martin was always in a good
mood and easy to be with. He made the world a better place. You have our
condolences.
Donna and Norm Vincent

Donna Vincent - September 23, 2019 at 01:06 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Martin R. Dable.

September 23, 2019 at 12:50 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Martin R. Dable.

September 23, 2019 at 10:29 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Martin R. Dable.

September 22, 2019 at 09:28 PM

“

Eric and Julie Dahlstrom purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Martin R. Dable.

Eric and Julie Dahlstrom - September 22, 2019 at 03:05 PM

“

Martin was a great friend of ours. One summer he flew us up to Northern Wisconsin
to our rental cabin and returned with our son and his friend who had driven up. It was
great fun for all of us. We worked together for many years helping grieving families.
He will be greatly missed by the community and especially his friends at the Elks
Lodge #400.
George and Laurel Schaftary

George and Laurel Schaftary - September 22, 2019 at 01:20 PM

“

Remembering the kindness and patience Marty showed me when my father died in
Milwaukee. He helped me to explain things to my mother. He almost made a trip to
the funeral home a pleasure!
C. Van Domelen

C Van Domelen - September 21, 2019 at 04:24 PM

“

I suppose Marty, as I knew him, could have just as easily been named, Sunshine.
Honestly, I never saw Marty frown, never saw him in a grumpy mood and never
heard of him not trying to be of help if he possibly could.
Suffice it to say, Marty was one great man, faithful to God and family and his fellow
man. God's lucky to get Marty back home in heaven so soon...
Fondly,
Carol Janc, fellow volunteer Ten Chimneys
Marty gave me a lot of background about "when the Cadillac Limousines showed up
with the Lunts and their friends"... Marty put memories into my stories about the
famous couple for whom he was the paper boy.

Carol Janc - September 21, 2019 at 01:36 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Martin R. Dable.

September 21, 2019 at 10:51 AM

“

Shirley,
My deepest sympathy. Martin was truly a gentle and caring man. His support when
Becky died will never be forgotten, especially when he took several hours helping me
find a casket made of wood.
Thinking of you, Dick Hein

Richard Hein - September 21, 2019 at 10:16 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Martin R. Dable.

September 20, 2019 at 03:50 PM

“

Martin was one of a kind. He was the person that gave me my first airplane ride in a
small Aircraft and helped me launch my career as a Professional pilot. One of my
best memories was doing the air race from Denver to Oshkosh just before the EAA
convention one year and we did it nonstop in Martin’s aircraft..... he was so
impressed what we made that aircraft do and he was not only fun to fly with but a
great inspiration as a truly caring individual of his family and friends.

Kyle Burnell-Williams - September 20, 2019 at 03:39 PM

“

“

So happy to read this memory!
Melissa - September 20, 2019 at 10:19 PM

Best dad a girl could ever ask for. Love you dad, Melissa

Melissa - September 19, 2019 at 08:59 PM

“

Shirley and family,
Our hearts are filled with sorrow upon hearing the news about your Martins passing. Our
most sincere condolences go out to you and your family.
Margaret & Paul McBride
Margaret McBride - September 21, 2019 at 06:03 PM

