Leo Wirtz
April 11, 1922 - May 13, 2019

Leo Wirtz greeted everyone with a warm smile and a simple question, “How are
you?” Leo sincerely wanted to know. He enjoyed people, and loved hearing and telling
stories. A patient, kind-hearted man, Leo was beloved. He passed away May 13, 2019 at
age 97.
He was born April 11, 1922 in the Town of Taycheedah, Fond du Lac County,
Wisconsin, to John J. Wirtz and Theresa (Blatz) Wirtz. Leo was the youngest of the
couple’s six children.
After graduating from Fond du Lac Senior High School in 1940, he served
with distinction as a Staff Sergeant with the United States Army’s 487th Engineers
Battalion in the European Theatre of World War II. He was awarded the European Medal
with five Battle Stars. Leo landed on Utah Beach in June 1944, was part of the
breakthrough at St. Lo, raced across France as a member of Patton’s Third Army,
survived the Battle of the Bulge in December 1944, and without the ability to swim,
crossed the Rhine River on a pontoon bridge into Germany.
After returning to civilian life in Wisconsin, Leo married Ursula T. Kahlhamer on
April 7, 1951 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Mayville, Wisconsin. The newlyweds
lived in Milwaukee before settling in Waukesha, where they raised four children Mary,
Tom, Bob, and Jeanne. Education and hard work—along with fun—were priorities at the
Wirtz household, with all the children earning advanced degrees.
Leo and Ursula loved parties and dancing, and were regulars at dance halls for
years. The couple loved socializing and were gracious hosts. Leo, in particular, had the
great talent of making everyone that he talked with feel as if they were the most
important person in the room.
For 40 years he worked in engineering at Waukesha Engine (Dresser Industries)
in Waukesha. In the years after he retired in 1985, Leo traveled. Along with Ursula, Leo
visited battlefields where he had fought in France, as well as his ancestral hometown of
Kaisersesch, Germany.
Leo and Ursula were members of St. Mary’s Parish in Waukesha for more than 50
years. Leo was a member of VFW Post 721, the Catholic Knights, St. Mary’s Holy Name
Society, Serra Club of Waukesha, and the Waukesha Engine (Dresser) Retiree Club.

Proceeded in death by his parents, four sisters, one brother, and his dear son, Tom.
Leo is survived by his loving wife, Ursula Wirtz, and his children, Mary (Mark)
Northrup, Bob (Nancy)Wirtz, Jeanne (Barry) Gantenbein, daughter-in-law, Patty Wirtz, 9
grandchildren; Joel, Josh, Ben, Amelia, Elizabeth, Madeline, Matt, Beth and Lauren, 8
great grandchildren, other family and friends.
Visitation will be held on Friday, May 24, 2019 from 3:00 PM until the 5:00PM funeral
Mass all at St. Mary Catholic Church, 225 S. Hartwell Avenue, Waukesha, WI 53186.
Father Howard Haase will preside. Interment with full military honors will be at St. Joseph
Cemetery on Saturday, May 25, 2019 at 10:00 AM. Memorials in Leos name may be made
to St. Vincent De Paul Society or Seasons Hospice.

Comments

“

I enjoyed working with Leo for many years at Special Products and Power Systems.
Leo was a genuine GOOD man. Enjoyed golfing with Leo too. I have always
remembered his birthday as being 4/11. I did wish him a silent Happy Birthday last
month. RIP Leo.
Dennis Tollefson

Dennis Tollefson - 21 hours ago

“

The kindest, most loving, and incredible grandpa I could ever ask for. From our
weekly visits to the library, him making me chocolate chip pancakes & sausage when
I slept over, playing board games, going grocery shopping where he always became
friends with the cashier, his genuine interest in every part of my life, and of course
the hundreds of custard runs (Culver’s, Oscars and Kopps!) we shared.
I love you forever, Grandpa. Not a day will go by I won’t think of you. Your memory
forever lives on.
Love, Lauren

Lauren Gantenbein - Yesterday at 09:05 PM

“

As Leo's and Ursula's mailman for many years i was amazed by their kindness
everyday. He always had something to say to make me laugh and will never forget
his smiling face. R.I.P. Leo, your friend Cliff

Cliff - Yesterday at 08:41 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Leo Wirtz.

May 21 at 11:24 AM

“

Elizabeth’s and Madeline’s other grandparents send their condolences to gandfather
Leo’s family. He served his country and family with steadfast valor and devotion.
Plus, he had a nice sense of humor; ie, when recently asked by a nurse if he knew
who the president was he replied, “that dummy Trump”! He will be missed by
everyone who knew him. Love from Ed & Elizabeth Pavlick

edward pavlick - May 20 at 10:24 AM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Leo Wirtz.

May 15 at 10:48 AM

