Kelly B Swickard
March 9, 1971 - June 10, 2021

Kelly B. Swickard, 50, passed away on Thursday June 10, 2021 at the University of
Maryland Medical Center in Baltimore. She was born March 9, 1971 in Waukesha,
Wisconsin, the daughter of Robert and Mary Ann (née: Marone) Farner. On October 21,
2006, she married Patrick Swickard in Santa Fe, New Mexico.
A lifelong learner, Kelly graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Anthropology from the
University of Arizona, then went on to obtain master’s degrees in Archaeology, Art History,
and Library Sciences from University College London, the University of Arizona, and the
University of Wisconsin, respectively. She worked at places such as the Georgia O’Keefe
Museum in Santa Fe, Cardinal Stritch University, Maryland Institute College of Art, and
Project Muse at Johns Hopkins University. She is a published author, co-authoring a
chapter on Zines, a subject about which she cared deeply. She was active in the
cataloging community and spoke at conferences on the topic. Her interactions with library
users and researchers drove her to focus on findability and accessibility of resources
through clear and organized data.
Kelly was a humble, generous person who loved her family and friends. Her cat Dahlia
was dear to her. She was an advocate for the marginalized and displayed this in word and
deed, volunteering for causes that meant the most to her.
From high school and college to the current day, Kelly loved art and music. She spent her
free time going to art exhibits, music venues, and brew pubs. She lived in Wisconsin, New
Mexico, Arizona, London, and Maryland, and she traveled even further. She recently
received her dual citizenship with Italy and was excited about the prospect of moving there
with Patrick someday.
She will be immensely missed by her husband Patrick Swickard of Baltimore; her parents
Robert and Mary Ann Farner of Hot Springs Village, Arkansas; her brothers Robert Farner
Jr. of Hot Springs Village, Arkansas and Kevin (Jennifer) Farner of Victoria, Minnesota;
mother-in-law Patricia Ann Foltz of Brazil, Indiana; and sister-in-law Jerra (Chance) Uhl of

Pendleton, Indiana. She is further survived by her nephews William and James and her
niece Ruthie.
Visitation will take place on Monday, June 28, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. until the 12:00 p.m.
funeral mass at St. Mary Catholic Church 225 S. Hartwell Ave. Waukesha, WI 53186.
Interment will be at St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery.
Memorials in Kelly’s name are appreciated to her areas of interest/advocacy: Natural
History Society of Maryland https://www.marylandnature.org/get-involved/donate/, Bookthi
ng, free book donation program in Baltimore https://bookthing.org/donate/, Baltimore Jewe
lry Center https://www.baltimorejewelrycenter.org/donate, it Gets Better Project https://giv
e.itgetsbetter.org/give/250737/#!/donation/checkout
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Comments

“

My thoughts of Kelly are about her generous spirit. She was an excellent cataloguer
and reference librarian at Maryland Institute College of Art’s Decker Library and
made time, even with a heavy workload, to smile and use her expertise to help
students, faculty, and her colleagues, in a pinch. And she was fun to work with! And
most recently, on a personal note, she guided me and others, with enthusiasm and
helpful knowledge, on the particulars and resources of obtaining Italian dual
citizenship.
I remember now her laugh and how she would calmly brush aside annoying
situations and roll with a positive compassion for others even if she did bristle against
injustices in the world. My life is richer for having known her. I will miss her wisdom
and willingness to always help in a beat, and usually with that little, reassuring laugh
of hers.
Love from Marianne Laino Sade
Chestertown, Maryland

Marianne Laino Sade - July 03 at 01:40 PM

“

Kelly was a maker and active community member at the Baltimore Jewelry Center.
After her first class with us in the fall of 2017, Kelly became a regular in the studio,
dedicating time and care to create projects for her classes and volunteering her time
to support events. I am quite certain that no other student or artist at the BJC has
attended as many of our exhibitions openings as Kelly. Even if it was raining or
snowing, if there was an event at the BJC, Kelly would be there. We will miss her
kindness, her dedication, and her peaceful presence so very much. It was a privilege
to know and work with her.
-Shane Prada, Director, Baltimore Jewelry Center

Shane Prada - June 29 at 02:52 PM

“

Kelly was a welcome and thoughtful contributor to Crossref’s community group
focused on books. I was fortunate to have had the chance to work with her on a
meeting last fall, when she spoke on a panel session for the group. She was integral
to the success of the meeting and a pleasure to work with.
My condolences go out to her family, friends, colleagues and to Dahlia (from a fellow
cat lady). Her insights and presence will be missed.

Jennifer Kemp - June 28 at 12:50 PM

“

Kelly's work with us to develop our metadata standards for a new model for open
access books was predicated on doing the best for scholarship in the world. It was a
privilege to work with her on this project and I will miss her professionalism and
guidance. My condolences to all who loved her.
Professor Martin Paul Eve, Birkbeck, University of London

Martin Eve - June 28 at 05:31 AM

“

Kelly and the Farner family have been great blessings in my life. At CathoIic
Memorial High School, I enjoyed Kelly's wit and indefatigable efforts to untangle
some of the world's complexities. She lived out loud.
Only a few weeks ago I was going through one of my many boxes of teaching
memories. In a program for a school musical, there was Kelly -- offering her I-don'tneed-to-be-in-the-spotlight talents. I smiled as I recalled her spunk.
Heaven, get ready!
Kathie Brown

KATHLEEN BROWN - June 27 at 01:01 PM

“

Kelly was part of the MUSE team that works with the Central European University
Press’s new Opening the Future open access project. We, at the CEU Press, only
got to know Kelly through Zoom, but greatly appreciated her interest and
commitment. She will be missed. Our thoughts and condolences are with the family.
Frances Pinter and Emily Poznanski, on behalf of CEU Press.

Emily Poznanski - June 27 at 08:51 AM

“

Kelly was a high school student of mine at Catholic Memorial High School, and a
beloved one too. Denny and I have many wonderful memories of the Farner family,
and hope that the memories of a terrific daughter, always smiling, always leaving
behind a sparkle of stars in her wake, will sustain you in these difficult days of an
empty chair at the family table. Prayers and sympathy to the Farner and Swickard
families.
Mary Ann and Dennis Noe
Waukesha, WI

Mary Ann Noe - June 25 at 08:28 PM

“

My name is Helen MacDiarmid, and I worked with Kelly at Project MUSE, Johns
Hopkins University Press. I met Kelly in March 2019 and had the good fortune to
work with her on an almost daily basis since then. I am so sorry that she has passed.
She was delightful to work with, and I respected her as a colleague, but I appreciate
her even more as a human being because she was smart, funny, and supportive.
When we weren’t talking about metadata, we discussed Baltimore, cats, and current
events. She was truly special. Peace to Patrick and all her family.

Helen MacDiarmid - June 25 at 09:55 AM

“

Stephanie Garmey
I met Kelly at the library at MICA. Every semester my book arts class would go to see the
book arts collection. Kelly would help me select and present the wonderful artists books to
the class. I always looked forward to working with her. Kelly loved Book Arts and was very
knowledgeable. I also would run into her at art openings.
Kelly smiled easily and showed kindness to me and enjoyed sharing her knowledge.
Prayers to her family RIP.
stephanie garmey - July 01 at 05:14 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Kelly B Swickard.

June 24 at 10:59 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Kelly B Swickard.

June 23 at 03:47 PM

“

The entire Natural History Society of Maryland community is sad at the passing of
Kelly. Her friends and family are in our thoughts.

Patty Dowd - June 23 at 12:06 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Kelly B Swickard.

June 22 at 05:44 PM

“

From your friends at Gomoll Research + Design purchased the Enchanted Cottage
for the family of Kelly B Swickard.

From your friends at Gomoll Research + Design - June 19 at 01:55 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Kelly B Swickard.

June 17 at 07:39 PM

