Kathleen "Kay" Jane Herling
January 26, 1923 - May 5, 2019

Kathleen (Kay) Herling, passed away peacefully at home surrounded by her loving family
on May 5, 2019 at the age of 96. She was born in Madison, Wisconsin to George Mael
and Marion Colby. She married her high school sweetheart, George Herling, on November
24, 1940, and they celebrated 50 years of marriage before his death in 1991.
She was the loving mother of (the late) Sandi Nugent, Patti (David) McCloskey, Judie Ball
(Andy Gratke), Nancy (Bill) Dearth, Richard (Tammy), Susan (Richard) O’Leary, Sallie
(Greg) Gilmore, Peggy (Tony) Bodway, Jennifer (Greg) Whiting, and Geoffrey. She was
the dear grandmother “Mimi” of 19, great-grandmother of 29, great-great-grandmother of
5, with two more on the way.
Kay was an extraordinary wife, mother, sister, aunt, neighbor and friend. To know her was
to love her, and everyone did! After raising her family, she went to work and retired from
Harnischfeger Corp. After retirement, she spent time up at her cottage in Oxford, WI or in
her kitchen cooking and baking. Her door was always open to anyone who wanted to stop
in for a visit.
Kay’s family would like to express their heartfelt gratitude to her granddaughter Tracy and
great-granddaughters Cassaundra and Kayla for their extra special care over the last few
years. They would also like to thank Dr. Demi of ProHealth, along with Nikki and Becky
from Season’s Hospice, for their kindness and care of their beloved mother.
Our sweet “Baby Angel” now has her wings.
Private services are being held.

Comments

“

Peggy, I don't know if you remember me, but i was your neighbor on Gasgoine Drive.
I am one of the Shepherds. so sorry for mom's passing. Looks like she lived a long
and happy life. I know you will miss her but have many happy memories. bobbie
Ridgeway

Bobbie Ridgeway - May 13, 2019 at 12:58 PM

“

Kay or as my daughter called her "KK" will always hold a special place in our hearts!!
She was one of the kindest, most gentlest people I know! She always loved seeing
my daughter and always was a grandma figure to her, as she would spoil her rotten
everytime she saw her. She always had a hug to spare and a smile and heart of gold!
Maelyn, my daughter grew up next door to this sweet lady and Maelyn will forever
know kindness and have a giving spirit...a large credit to "KK!" We love you KK and
hope you are doing all that you love now! Until we meet again, my friend ♡

Kristy - May 08, 2019 at 03:19 PM

“

KK loved the love she received from you and Maelyn. You were very special people in her
life, and we thank you for your gift of love.
Judith Ball - May 13, 2019 at 12:23 AM

“

The last fond memory I have with Mimi is sitting around the pool at Peg's on a bright
sunny day. With the sun reflecting off the water Mimi leaned toward me and asked if
the little girls in the pool were ok. All you could really see were their hats on the
water. When I told her not to worry, they had on life jackets and they could breathe
just fine, Mimi relaxed. We spent the afternoon in quiet solitude together, watching
the hats on the water.

Mary Sponholtz - May 07, 2019 at 11:38 PM

“

I had the honor and privilege to know Kay these past 2 years. She definitely touched
me and will always hold a dear place in my heart. Her beautiful smile, laugh and
facial expressions will be remembered forever. Thank you to her amazing family for
everything you did to make Kay's life so special and for giving her the gift of staying
in her home surrounding by those who loved her most. Becky S.

Becky S. - May 07, 2019 at 05:50 PM

“

I had the honor to take care of her a few times and in those times I got to see how
wonderful she was. God has taken a very special angel. Thank u Tracy for requesting me
when Nikki was off. I will greatly miss her and Tracy. God bless the family.
Amanda Kahler - May 08, 2019 at 07:12 AM

“

Thank you, Becky and Amanda, for your postings. Mom was blessed to have you caring for
her. She came to love you, Becky, for your tender/loving care. You were a very special
person in her and our lives, and we will treasure the loving care you gave her forever.
Judith Ball - May 13, 2019 at 12:34 AM

