John A. A. "Jack" Kaepernick
March 12, 1939 - December 17, 2018

John A.A. “Jack” Kaepernick, of Waukesha, died unexpectedly on Monday, December 17,
2018 at The Virginia Health and Rehab. Center at the age of 79. He was born in
Waukesha, WI on March 12, 1939, the son of Alvin R. and Mildred B. (nee Knoblauch)
Kaepernick. Jack proudly served his country in the U.S. Air Force from 1961-1965. On
December 1, 1962 he married the former Shirley Ekern in Chicago, IL. For many years
Jack had been a teacher at Butler Middle School and West High School. He taught
Drivers Education for 32 years and coached volleyball at South High School. He was a
lifetime member of St. Lukes Lutheran Church where he was an usher, sang in the choir
and served communion. He was a member of the Waukesha Elks Lodge B.P.O.E. #400
and D.J. Martin American Legion Post 8. Jack and Shirley enjoyed their retirement living
part of the year in Arizona.
He will be sadly missed by his wife of 56 years, Shirley of Waukesha, along with their
children Kimberley Kay (Randal) Dzierzewski of Oak Creek, Kathleen Kelly (Leo Sokolik)
Hunt of Janesville and Kreg Kendall Kaepernick of Waukesha. Dear grandfather of Joseph
John (fiancée Kayla Prill) Dzierzewski, Alyssa Ivy Hunt, twins Abagail Ashley and Erika
Elizabeth Kaepernick and Jacob Jon Kaepernick. He is further survived by his sister Carol
Lynn (E. David) Larsen of Madison, sister-in-law Donna Ellington of Smyrna, GA, nieces,
nephews, other relatives and friends. In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death
by his brother-in-law Paul W. Ekern.
Visitation will be held on Thursday, December 27 from 4:00 p.m. until the 7:00 p.m. Elks
Lodge of Sorrow service at Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home, 1110 S. Grand Ave. in
Waukesha. A second visitation will take place on Friday, December 28 from 10:00 a.m.
until the 10:30 a.m. funeral service at St. Luke Lutheran Church, 300 Carroll St.,
Waukesha, WI 53188. Burial with full military honors will follow the service at Prairie Home
Cemetery. Memorials in Jack’s name are appreciated to the Waukesha Elks Lodge #400,
2301 Springdale Rd. Waukesha, WI 53186 or St. Luke Lutheran Church (address above).
Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home, Crematory and Preplanning Service is honored to
serve the family. For further information, please call the funeral home at 262-547-4035 or
visit our website at www.randledable.com for directions or to leave the family an online
tribute message.
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Comments

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of John A. A. "Jack"
Kaepernick.

December 26, 2018 at 10:15 PM

“

Kim,
My condolences to you and your family. No words can bring comfort. Just time. Your
Dad raised some good kids. Please give your Mom a hug for me.
Joe Sanchez
Woodstock GA

Joseph Sanchez - December 20, 2018 at 06:21 PM

“

Love, Rob and Brenda Bauer purchased the Enduring Grace for the family of John A.
A. "Jack" Kaepernick.

Love, Rob and Brenda Bauer - December 20, 2018 at 03:53 PM

“

Oh Dad, I miss you so much. I knew this day would come, but, none of us expected it
to happen so quickly. I love you so dearly and I miss hearing your voice. Mom is so
lost without you! Please know that all of us kids are taking really good care of her.
You have been the best Dad that anyone could ask for. You loved us so much!!!
Everything you taught us, prepared us to be strong and loving adults. Like any
normal family, life threw us many curve balls; however, our family’s unconditional
love bonded us and gave us great strength to endure all of life’s challenges. In
addition, you have been blessed with an abundance of wonderful friends who have
support you and Mom for many years. Dad, I will see you again one day, but until
then, you are always with me in my heart and soul. I love you and miss you dearly.

Always yours….your sweet pea, Kimberley

Kim (Kaepernick) Dzierzewski - December 20, 2018 at 02:32 PM

“

So beautifully expressed, Kimberly. I’m so sorry for your loss. He was a special, kind,
caring older brother to Carol, my high school friend and classmate. So many of us have
great memories of our formative years with your grandparents at the helm. God Bless you
and bring you comfort and peace. Judie Herling Ball.
Judie Herling Ball - December 21, 2018 at 12:40 PM

“

Well written tribute for a great man! Love the photo! Kim--you & I did many St. Luke's
activities together like Sunday school, choir, confirmation and youth group. Your parents
were fixtures at St. Luke's and I always admired your mom & dad. One well-lived life keeps
changing the world long after it has gone. Your dad has touched so many lives through his
work and good deeds and has left an imprint on many. I wish you comfort from all of those
around you and the peace that our Heavenly Father provides during this difficult time. It is
so very hard to lose a parent...especially during this holiday season. Let us rejoice in the
understanding that he is Home!
Lori (McNally) Baier.
Lori Baier - December 21, 2018 at 05:06 PM

“

Kim...a great heart felt tribute to your dear Dad who was a great leader at St. Luke's with
your Mom for so many years. Always a smile and hug and enjoyed hearing about your
families as he was very proud of all of you!! Losing your Dad is heart wrenching and
especially at this time of year...you have a wonderful supportive family to bring comfort to
each other and many friends who love your family to help ease the painful lose. God bless
you with his love and strength as you continue your journey of life and embrace all the
great things your Dad has taught you to honor him.
Love and Peace to you and your family, Patti Walkowicz
Patti - December 22, 2018 at 12:14 PM

“

I remember Mr. Kaepernick at Butler Middle School. Great guy but even a better
teacher!!! He will be missed.

Scott - December 20, 2018 at 08:20 AM

“

Chuck and Betty Miller purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of John A. A.
"Jack" Kaepernick.

Chuck and Betty Miller - December 19, 2018 at 09:23 PM

“

My family moved away from Waukesha in 1953, but I remember Jack well from junior
high school and confirmation classes at St. Lukes in the early 1950's. I am happy
that he lived a rich, full life and sorry to hear of his passing. I extend sympathies to
his family. I'm sending a confirmation photo that depicts the Jack I remember. (Jack
in back row, 6th from right; I am in middle row, 6th from left.)
Sincerely,
Dave Tobiason
Fallbrook, CA
sales@heartbf.com

David J. Tobiason - December 19, 2018 at 11:55 AM

“

We knew Jack and his wonderful family at St. Luke's Church here in Waukesha. He also
was our son Brian's councilor at Butler Middle School and our daughter Renee's drivers ed
teacher at West High. We remember Jack as always happy, out going and so proud of his
children and grandchildren. He will surely be missed.
God bless the entire family,
Jay & Kathy Fontaine and family
Jay Fontaine - December 19, 2018 at 04:22 PM

“

I remember having Mr. Kaepernick for Social Studies at Butler Middle School long ago. He
was one of the best teachers I have ever had!
God Bless his family
Jill Price Tjader
Jill - December 19, 2018 at 04:50 PM

“

Sending our deepest condolences to family & friends. May all of the happy memories ease
your loss and help you appreciate the blessings of this season.
Peace and love to you,
Jim and Deb Knoblauch
Jim and Deb Knoblauch - December 22, 2018 at 02:13 PM

