JoEllen McAvoy
June 18, 1950 - January 28, 2020

JoEllen McAvoy of Waukesha passed away unexpectedly on Tuesday, January 28, 2020
at Waukesha Memorial Hospital at the age of 69. She was born in Hartford, WI on June
18, 1950, one of three daughters born to Philip and Marjorie (Uber) Martin. JoEllen was a
graduate of UW-Oshkosh and earned her master’s degree in education from Carroll
University. She was a longtime and well-loved teacher for Waukesha Public Schools and
lived by the motto “Quiet rewards as a passion-driven life long teacher”. JoEllen was a
mentor to aspiring young teachers and a member of Education Association of Waukesha,
the Waukesha County Retired Educator’s Association where she served on the leadership
team and the Waukesha Education Foundation. She was a community leader, a role
model to many and loved her neighborhood stitchery group. JoEllen was an active
member of First Congregational UCC in Waukesha where she built many friendships. She
was an avid reader and a member of many book clubs. Most of all, she loved spending
time with her grandchildren who were her pride and joy.
She will be forever missed by her beloved daughters Erin (Tom) Saeger of Round Rock,
TX and Megan (Henry) Kazmirski of Baldwinsville, NY, her cherished grandchildren, Jack,
Collin and Tristan Saeger and Addison and Ian Kazmirski. She was the dear sister of Mary
Lynne Schultz of Cedarburg and Jane Martin of Waukesha and devoted aunt of Scott
(Kathy) Schultz, Todd (Debbie) Schultz and Chad (Julie) Schultz. She is further survived
by other relatives and many friends. She was preceded in death by her parents.
Visitation will be held on Monday, February 3, 2020 from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. at
Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home, 1110 S. Grand Avenue, Waukesha. Visitation
continues Tuesday, February 4, 2020 from 9:30 a.m. until time of the 10:30 a.m. funeral
service at First Congregational UCC, 100 E. Broadway Ave., Waukesha, WI 53186.
Reverend Brittany Barber will preside. A celebratory reception will follow the service.
Private burial for family and close friends will be held Tuesday afternoon at Pleasant Hill
Cemetery in Hartford. In lieu of flowers, memorials are appreciated to First Congregational
UCC. JoEllen also would want everyone to spend a few extra hours with the children in
their lives, preferably reading a book with them.

“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; They will run and not grow weary, They will walk and not be faint.” -Isaiah 40:31
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Comments

“

Dear Family of JoEllen,
Sharing our sincere sympathy on loss of your sister/Mother/friend,
from your friends at St. John's-Hartford
Our memories go way back when JoEllen and parents were members.
With Love and Prayers.

Floss, Rosalie, Gert, Marge, Lucille, .. - February 06 at 08:49 PM

“

“

Thank you.
Erin McAvoy Saeger - February 12 at 11:25 AM

Meetings with JoEllen typically consisted of 40 minutes of stories and laughs and
eventually a little business talk. She was always curious about how my kids were
doing. I will miss her warm smile, contagious laugh and positive spirit. Rest in peace.
Mike Halvey - Ameriprise Financial

Mike Halvey - February 03 at 03:11 PM

“

Mike Halvey - Ameriprise purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of JoEllen
McAvoy.

Mike Halvey - Ameriprise - February 03 at 02:52 PM

“

Sweet Sincerity was purchased for the family of JoEllen McAvoy.

February 03 at 10:18 AM

“

JoEllen was my daughters teacher and was one of the most wonderful women I’ve
ever known. She had such a wonderful impact on my daughter and my heart goes
out to her family.

Jessica Marshall-Thompson - February 01 at 11:44 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of JoEllen McAvoy.

February 01 at 11:37 AM

“

I had the privilege of working with JoEllen during my student teaching at Saratoga.
Also later on in my teaching at Meadowbrook. I will always remember the connection
she had with her students, her passion for learning, her laugh that you could hear
coming down the hall and always a positive attitude. You will be missed, but will live
on in all the lives you have impacted over the years. Rest in peace.

Betty Ballweg - January 31 at 10:39 PM

“

Condolences from cousin Jim Martin with memories from our childhood visits in Mayville
Wisconsin
Jim - February 01 at 10:58 PM

“

JoEllen,
I miss our conversations about tennis as I am watching the Australian Open right
now, your love for 'Pretty Pete' Sampras and watching how Federer was catching up
on Pete's record. I am inspired by your love for each student to learn and how your
Carroll Master's thesis highlighted the fact that consistency in a school really did
have an impact on learning. I admire how you kept going with your positive spirit
even when most would give up. Your friendship is special and enduring, and your
laugh is embedded in my memory. I love sharing our love for Cheetos and having a
'sleep over' to watch the Royal Wedding, hats and all.
Rest in peace, JoEllen. You made a difference to so many, and will continue to
influence those of us who were so fortunate to have you in our lives. Kirstin Strom

Kirstin Strom - January 31 at 09:51 PM

“

So very sad to learn about JoEllen's passing. I knew her when I was subbing in the
School District of Waukesha, and from when I completed my student teaching to add
4K and Kindergarten to my teaching license at Saratoga Elementary School. I have
fond memories of her sense of humor at work, her support and encouragement of my
goals, and of stepping in and subbing for her a few times at Saratoga.

Amanda Tenwinkel - January 31 at 07:30 PM

“

She was my 1st grade teacher in the early 70's at Northview School. I have always
thought of her as one of my favorite teacher's.

Chris Books - January 31 at 07:28 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of JoEllen McAvoy.

January 31 at 12:16 PM

“

Mrs. McAvoy was my son, Travis Allen's 2nd and 3rd grade teacher. She was an
awesome teacher. I did a lot of volunteer work for Saratoga school and got to know
JoEllen well. JoEllen loved the PTO serving dinner to the teachers at parent
conferences and always wanted to know what was on the menu. She nominated me
for the parent volunteer award one year. Of course, Travis loved to tease JoEllen and
she gave it back to Travis as well. One year, JoEllen was in a wheelchair for some
weeks because of ankle surgery. She asked Travis if he wanted to race her down the
hallway at Saratoga and, of course, Travis was happy to do that. Travis was in a
wheelchair his entire life due to being born with Spina Bifida. During my eulogy for
Travis a couple of years ago, I called out JoEllen in a joking manner as to what she
was thinking racing Travis. The chapel had a good laugh. JoEllen, you will be truly
missed and will be forever in our hearts. I know Travis was waiting for you at the
gates of heaven to welcome you when God was ready for you to join him. I will plant
a perennial flower in my "Memory Garden" in my yard for you this spring.
Wendy Allen

Wendy Allen - January 31 at 11:36 AM

“

Mrs. McAvoy was truly a memorable and impactful teacher. I had the privilege of
having her as my third grade teacher as well as my brother and sister! She gave me
my first detention, it was well deserved, and I always think about how lucky I was I
didn’t receive more for how crazy I was! She was so patient with my wild child self!
She would spray evergreen air freshener around Christmas time if the class
behaved, and I still think of that to this day when I see/smell evergreen spray.
Forever remembering this wonderful woman.

Rachel Sielen - January 31 at 11:07 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of JoEllen McAvoy.

January 31 at 08:58 AM

“

JO ELLEN WAS THE BEST...AS A TEACHER SHE WAS THE KINDEST AND HER
LOVE FOR HER STUDENTS WAS SO OBVIOUS. AS A FRIEND, I WILL MISS HER
WIT AND HER WONDERFUL SENSE OF HUMOR. JO ELLEN WON'T BE
FORGOTTEN. KATHLEEN LAYDEN

KATHLEEN LAYDEN - January 31 at 12:26 AM

“

Mrs. McAvoy (as she will forever be known to me) was my sisters second grade
teacher. She never directly taught me in the classroom, but she was a wonderful
mentor and a fantastic teacher. She reached out to many children and influenced so
many lives, and mine was one of them. She continues to live on as we share her
memory and her influence with others.

Jennifer Pike - January 30 at 11:34 PM

“

JoEllen was our sister in law and friend. Truly a special person ! We will miss her a
lot and always remember her kindness and happy spirit ! Rest In Peace,
JoEllen....You’ll be in our hearts forever !
Love, Eileen & Joe

Eileen Nelson - January 30 at 11:00 PM

“

“

Thank you Eileen and Joe for everything. Love you!
Erin McAvoy Saeger - February 12 at 11:22 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of JoEllen McAvoy.

January 30 at 09:43 PM

“

JoEllen was my "work mom" and also a great friend. She helped me get my master's
degree and get involved in the union. I am the teacher I am today because of her.
She also was always there for advice about parenting, house repairs, yardwork,
books, reality tv, correct grammar usage, anything and everything. I am going to miss
her so much! I was so fortunate to have known her!

Katie Homar - January 30 at 06:55 PM

“

Thank you, Katie.
Erin McAvoy Saeger - February 12 at 11:23 AM

“

Katie Homar lit a candle in memory of JoEllen McAvoy

Katie Homar - January 30 at 06:51 PM

