Jean Sorensen
April 17, 1927 - December 17, 2018

Jean Sorensen (nee Wirth) of Waukesha passed away peacefully in her sleep on Monday,
December 17, 2018 at her home at Avalon Square at the age of 91. She was born in
Milwaukee on April 17, 1927 the daughter of Frank Valentine and Bernice Ida (nee Benz)
Wirth. On June 14, 1947 she married her beloved husband David Frank Sorensen in
Hartland; he preceded her in death on December 9, 2006. She was a longtime member of
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Brookfield where she was active in the Women’s Group, the
St. John’s Quilters and taught Sunday and Bible School. Jean was a lifelong volunteer for
many organizations, was proud to be a court advocate for NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) and in her younger days she enjoyed being a girl scout leader. She found
great joy in volunteering and being part of the Wii Bowling Team at Avalon Square, her
home for the last 17 years. Jean was an excellent seamstress and made many of her own
clothes and clothes for her family. She had the gift of being a great baker and could often
be found baking in the Avalon Square Café. Jean felt blessed to have such a wonderful
family and friends. She loved being a homemaker and member of the Waukesha County
Homemakers Club.
Jean will be sadly missed by her beloved children; Lynn (James) Walter-Gibbs; Susan
(Michael) Schieber; Pamela (Kenneth) Burnett; Jeffrey (Suzie) Sorensen and Joan
Sorensen; her cherished grandchildren; Karen Walter; Brian (Angela) Walter; Liz (Michael)
Ehr; Andy (fiancé Lacey Vasquez) Schieber; Jennifer Schieber; Greta (Adam) Pagel;
Benjamin (Abby) Williams; and Nicholas Sorensen; and her great-grandchildren, Katelyn
Doyle, Orion Walter, Sebastian Ehr, Valentine Pagel and Ajax Pagel. She is further
survived by her brother Tom (the late Carol) Wirth along with members of the Walter
Family, Burnett Family, nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. In addition to her
husband David, and her parents, she was preceded in death by her grandson David
Schieber, sisters Elaine (Oscar) Eimermann and Dorothy (Nathan) Naimon, brother Frank
(Barbara) Wirth and son-in-law Lewis Williams.
Visitation will be held on Sunday, December 23, 2018 from 1:00 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. at
Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home, 1110 S. Grand Avenue with the funeral service to

follow. A memorial service will be held at 10:00 a.m. Saturday, January 5, 2019 St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 20275 Davidson Rd., Brookfield, WI 53045. A brief visitation will
precede the service from 9:30 until 10:00 a.m. at the church. Burial will follow at Highland
Memorial Park in New Berlin. Memorials in Jean’s name are appreciated to St. John’s
Lutheran Church or to NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) 217 Wisconsin Ave.
(Suite 300) Waukesha, WI 53186.
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Comments

“

My fiancé and I made ginger snaps for Christmas this year using her old recipe.
Grandma Jean knew I loved those cookies so much that when I was in college she
would mail me a whole box full from time to time! I will never forget her
thoughtfulness and generosity.
Love, Andy

Andy Schieber - December 29, 2018 at 08:47 PM

“

I love this memory of Grandma and her talents for baking the best goodies! You made me
smile today, Andy with your gingersnap story and loving tribute to a wonderful woman.
She's the best! love to you and Lacey, mom
Susan L Schieber - January 02 at 12:10 PM

“

Love, Andy & Lacey purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of Jean
Sorensen.

Love, Andy & Lacey - December 29, 2018 at 08:43 PM

“

110 files added to the album Jean Sorensen Memories from Family

Lynn Walter-Gibbs - December 29, 2018 at 07:23 PM

“

Jean was such a great example of a life well lived. She was kind, gracious, smiling,
caring,...and the positive attributes go on and on. She took pride in putting her best
self forward, including her sense of style. You have some great genes from Jean!
(Sorry, I couldn’t help myself.)
It seems that she died peacefully in her sleep. That is how my Dad, Melvin Jensen,
passed away. Although it’s always especially difficult to lose a parent, you have many
precious memories

My family is together this Christmas. My only grandchild (3 1/2) flew here with his
parents from Tucson. It’s family time to cry, laugh, hug, play, and reminisce, as you
celebrate Jean this holiday season.
Marilyn Jensen Neiman and Ted
Marilyn Neiman - December 23, 2018 at 04:22 PM

“

“

Thank you for your kind words, Marilyn.
Lynn - January 14 at 05:49 PM

Carol Bahr lit a candle in memory of Jean Sorensen

Carol Bahr - December 22, 2018 at 08:05 PM

“

“

Thank you Carol.
Lynn - January 14 at 05:49 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Jean Sorensen.

December 21, 2018 at 10:30 AM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss. My parents bought the house next door to Jean and Dave
back in 1972. They were fabulous neighbors. Jean got mom involved in
Homemakers. I haven't seen her since Dad moved to Arizona and sold the house.
A funny story, I was home alone one time (freshman in college) and I saw a mouse in
the family room. I ran next door hoping that Dave could come and kill it or trap it or
something but he wasn't home. Jean came over with a broom, found the mouse and
whacked it with the broom. She picked it up with an old rag and took it outside and

tossed it in the garbage. She was my super hero that day!
Janice Ferguson
Janice Ferguson - December 21, 2018 at 12:43 AM

“

Wow! My mom was so afraid of mice! She really gathered her courage to help you that day.
:-)
Lynn - January 14 at 05:50 PM

“

Jean lived down the hall from my mother, Florence Melster(deceased June 2016). I
would see her often as I was at the Avalon almost everyday while my parents were
there. My mother so enjoyed her as did I. She always had a smile on her face and
such a positive attitude even when she was having health issues. Jean did so many
things at the Avalon and in the community. I was always so very glad to see her. I
visited the Avalon a few times after my mom’s death and was so happy when I ran
into her. Jean was a lovely lady. Warm, kind and happy. She obviously loved her
family and was proud of the grandkids. She was a very special woman. She has left
her mark on those of us who met her. I am so very sorry for your loss. You are all in
my thoughts. She will always be with you. Sincerely, Cathy Melster Bellovary

Cathy Melster Bellovary - December 20, 2018 at 09:47 PM

“

Both my late wife Frances and I loved Jean and Dave as our nexxt door neighbors.
When I sold my home after Frances passed I told the new owners that their new
neighbors were the best friends that they could hope to have. Floyd Ferguson now of
Lake Havasu City, AZ

Floyd Ferguson - December 20, 2018 at 05:08 PM

“

Your mother was one wonderful lady. She will be greatly missed. She and Dave were
wonderful faithful members of St. John's Lutheran. We loved them.Sympathies to
everyone.

Bill and LoRayne Schmidt - December 19, 2018 at 10:00 PM

“

Jean will be missed. I was with her on the 5th and she looked great this was quite a
shock. My prayers go out to the family.

Barbara J James - December 19, 2018 at 07:29 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of your loss, Lynn and family. May God give you the strength
you need to get through this difficult time in your lives. Hugs! Marilyn and Pam

Marilyn Nelsen - December 19, 2018 at 07:26 PM

“

As we fondly remember both Jean and Dave, we are carrying your family in our
thoughts and prayers as we think back over our connection of nearly 50 years.
Kathy, Karl and Anna Mae

Kathy - December 19, 2018 at 12:52 PM

“

To your family from our family our love and prayers are with you. We are all
connected because of Jean & Dave and we will hold her in our minds & hearts
through our shared friendship.
The Fritzler Family

Joan Fritzler - December 19, 2018 at 12:29 PM

“

To All of you, your Mom was a wonderful, fun loving lady, always awesome as I recall
from when Pam and I were ( naughty teenagers).It's sad to miss our loved ones, but
they are now in a wonderful place, Heaven. We are grateful for the good fortune to
meet and know such a nice lady. Sincerely, Chris Fouliard need Keough.

Chris Fouliard - December 19, 2018 at 10:28 AM

“

Wanda Bahr lit a candle in memory of Jean Sorensen

Wanda Bahr - December 19, 2018 at 10:18 AM

“

“

Thank you Wanda. She was a light in our lives.
lynn gibbs - December 20, 2018 at 07:25 AM

3 files added to the album Jean Sorensen Memories from Family

Lynn Gibbs - December 19, 2018 at 05:06 AM

“

To the family " You were lucky to have her in your lives. She was a lady in all ways and kind
to everyone. We will miss her but I am glad she went peacefully. That is comforting and she
is in the "Good Place"
Doris Klitzke - December 19, 2018 at 06:05 PM

