James Blackwood
April 20, 1928 - January 18, 2020

James Blackwood - April 20, 1928-January 18, 2020. Jim touched the lives of many
throughout his many years in Waukesha. He was a longtime elementary principal, served
on several civic organization boards, and managed Buchner Pool for many years.
He was born in Milwaukee to Dr. James and Lillian N. Blackwood. He was preceded in
death by them as well as brothers Dr. Robert and Dr. David.
Jim was a lifelong member of South Shore Yacht Club in Milwaukee where he grew up
sailing and had many adventures on the Great Lakes, plus ocean passages. Jim was
always grateful for the opportunity to serve in the US Army, stationed in Germany.
He later joined the Coast Guard Auxiliary where he taught safe boating and sailing skills.
His happiest days were family cruises on the Great Lakes and house boating in
Voyageurs National Park.
He is dearly missed by his wife of 65 years, Ruth, and his children Margaret Allen (Peter),
Thomas (Angela), Kathryn Monroe (Jim), Andrew (Tracy), and beloved grandchildren
John, Sarah, Claire, Casey, and Nathan.
Memorials in Jim’s name are appreciated to the Waukesha Public Library Fund and South
Shore Yacht Club Junior Sailing Foundation.
Special thanks to Pam and the ProHealth Hospice staff for their excellent care.
There will be a visitation Saturday January 25, 2020 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm at RandleDable Funeral Home 1110 S Grand Avenue Waukesha WI 53186.
Per Jim’s request, there will be no service.
Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home, Crematory and Preplanning Service is honored to
serve the family. For further information, please call the funeral home at 262-547-4035.
Visit us online at www.randledable.com to leave the family an online tribute message.
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02:00PM - 04:00PM

Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home
1110 South Grand Avenue, Waukesha, WI, US, 53186

Comments

“

My heart felt sympathy to the entire Family. I grew up with Mr Blackwood when I
attended
Hadfield school, I swam at Buckner Pool, and attended church with the family at the
United Methodist Church and the U!YF. He was a wonderful man and a great role
model. He impacted the lives of so many people. People like him are hard to find
today. He was a credit to the community and will forever be missed.
My prayers for you all. May your memories comfort you in this difficult time. And find
refuge with the lord. For Gods word is true and he is a shield to those who take
refuge in him. Trust assured we will see him again.
Steven (Rick) Assmann

Steven R Assmann - March 19 at 03:58 AM

“

My sympathy goes out to your family . As you all know , he was a wonderful man
with such great qualities to be admired by many . I remember Mr. Blackwood from
Buchner Pool he certainly did a great job in running it and in hiring life guatds , he
took great pride in it all. And as a kid , as many in the neighborhood, we all lived at
the pool from AM to PM . He was someone you knew who would take care of you ,
have fun with , but respected him also. In reading about all of his accomplishments in
his life ,how proud each one of you must be and have special memories that you will
cherish always.
I still live in the area , not far from Buchner Pool, and one day saw him out in his yard
and thanked him for being who he was ... he was humble , and said he just loved all
the things he did.
So thank Mrs. Blackwood , your children, and grandchildren, for sharing this truly
wonderful man that left an impact on so many throughout his . He made a difference
in this world .
Sincerely, Patty Shields Houk

Patty Shields Houk - January 25 at 02:26 PM

“

He was a good man

Jose Echevarria - January 23 at 07:42 PM

“

Jim was one of the finest men we knew. I loved working with him because he was
always fair and knowledgeable. He was a great educator. Rest In Peace, Jim. You
will be missed by many. Our sympathy to his family. Joanne and Vince Radecke

Joanne Radecke - January 23 at 04:17 PM

“

Sorry to hear of the loss

Ann Stokman - January 23 at 06:10 AM

“

My brothers and sister were big fans of mr Blackwood there were 5 of us the
Aschauer kids he was such a nice man.. thoughts and prayers too the Blackwood
family

pam aschauer brott - January 21 at 07:53 PM

“

To Ruth and family,
Mr. Blackwood was a great principal who cared about his students.
The life lessons I learned at Hadfield carried me on. I had a chance to visit
with Mr. Blackwood and Ruth over the years. Those are wonderful memories
I'll cherish. My condolences to all of you. I will keep Mr. Blackwood and all of you in
my prayers. Take care and God Bless.
Matt Lopez
Hadfield class of 1962

Matt Loprz - January 21 at 05:35 PM

“

Mr. Blackwood was a fine educator, principal, pool manager and a good man. I am
happy I got to visit with Jim and Ruth last year. My sympathies to Ruth and family.
Jack Heywood - Hadfield Class of 1963

Jack Heywood - January 21 at 01:35 PM

“

Ruth, my thoughts and prayers are with you. Jim was so blessed to have you to
share his life with. He was a wonderful man who was a positive influence in my life
along with so many others. I will always cherish his crafted wooden gifts.

Colleen Hamm - January 21 at 10:59 AM

“

Mrs. Blackwood and Family, I was sorry to read of your husband's passing. He was
tone of he sixth grade teachers at Barstow School when I was there from third
through sixth grade. I remember him as a great teacher, girls baseball team coach,
and great person. May God be with all of you during this difficult time and moving
forward as you strive for balance in your lives. Rest in Peace Mr. Blackwood.
Janet Sedgwick McGill
Waukesha South High School
Class of 1965

Janet Sedgwick McGill - January 21 at 10:22 AM

“

Mr. Blackwood was here to me growing up. He was always on the playground at
Hadfield in the morning to greet all of the kids. I will never forget how tall he seemed
to be when he wore his trench coat and favorite black brimmed hat. The Riedel
Family spent 18 years going to Hadfield and what a great time was had by having Mr.
Blackwood as our Principal. My deepest condolences to his Family and friends. Joe
Riedel.

Joe Riedel - January 21 at 09:39 AM

“

What a wonderful person!! When I went to Hadfield, he would find me and wish me a
Happy Birthday every year as my Birthday fell on April 20th as well! He was such a
great person!! RIP Mr. Blackwood. God Bless.

Aaron Scarce - January 21 at 08:13 AM

“

Rebecca(Gyles)Johnson lit a candle in memory of James Blackwood

Rebecca(Gyles)Johnson - January 21 at 07:53 AM

“

Tamara Sobye Jeffries lit a candle in memory of James Blackwood

Tamara Sobye Jeffries - January 20 at 11:41 PM

“

Love Everlasting Bouquet was purchased for the family of James Blackwood.

January 20 at 10:43 PM

“

Was my principal at Hadfield from about 74- 80, great man. my mom would invite him
over for lunches, he was kind, considerate, professional and fair. I remember him
riding his bike to school. My brother and I got to see him a few years ago at a
Hadfield School celebration. He was repairing boats, sailing, living life well into his
80's. Great man, he will be missed. RIP. Thoughts and prayers with family and
friends.

Bill Grundman - January 20 at 09:03 PM

“

Mr. Blackwood was my teacher in 5th grade, at Randall School. My 5th grade year
was the most positive, creative year, ever, in all my schooling, because Mr.
Blackwood made it so wonderful. He was such an encourager. I have never felt so
encouraged, ever, as I did when I was a student in his class. I will always remember,
and will always be thankful for his positive impact on my life. Thank you, Mr.
Blackwood, I love you.
Florence Wright Hanson

Florence M.Wright Hanson - January 20 at 08:06 PM

“

Mr. Blackwood was my principal at Hadfield Elementary 1956-60. He knew my name
and that made me feel special. He was such nice person. Sandy Rodriguez

Sandy Rodriguez - January 20 at 07:23 PM

“

Kimberly Heise Keuper lit a candle in memory of James Blackwood

Kimberly Heise Keuper - January 20 at 07:06 PM

“

What a wonderful man teacher principal and friend. I started Hadfield in 1959 fourth grade.
Mr. Blackwood was the kindest and caring man. He will be missed by many.
Kimberly Heise Keuper - January 20 at 07:11 PM

“

I caught back up with Jim several years ago at Golds Gym. We would chat while we
swam laps. What an inspiration to still be doing that well into his 80’s! He would tell
me what Tom was up to ( we hung out as kids) and about his time in the Army. He
said he tried several times to get my Father in law (Al Wrighton) to swim on the Army
swim team he was on while they both served. What a great great guy.

Tim Wilcox - January 20 at 05:04 PM

“

Only good memories of Mr Blackwood, I say Mr. out of respect for the time that I
knew him as principal of my grade school, Hadfield. He was one of my first real
authority figures who was always fair. I remember him riding his bike to school every
day from his home near Buchner Park. He was quite a guy. May he rest in Peace. I
attended Hadfield school starting in 1957-1964

Stan Siehndel - January 20 at 04:43 PM

“
“

Couldn’t have said it better! Yep riding his bike daily to school!!
cathy woyahn - January 20 at 06:15 PM

Was my principal at Hadfield from about 74- 80, great man. my mom would invite him over
for lunches, he was kind, considerate, professional and fair. I remember him riding his bike
to school. My brother and I got to see him a few years ago at a Hadfield School celebration.
He was repairing boats, sailing, living life well into his 80's. Great man, he will be missed.
RIP. Thoughts and prayers with family and friends.
Bill Grundman - January 20 at 09:01 PM

“

My memories of Mr. Blackwood are of a man that taught compassion, fairness, and he
modeled love and kindness to all of his students. He was a wonderful example to those he
watched over in their young growing years.
Kathleen - January 21 at 08:46 AM

“

A kind and caring educator. He the principal at Barstow school when I was a student there.
He was the principal at Had field when our kids were in grade school. We all have fond
memories of Him. Bless you Jim Blackwood
Kay - January 21 at 09:23 PM

“

Great souls never ever part
They leave an impression on anyone they come across
Everyone will remember your father as a fantastic human that he was
God bless you in this time of grief
Sorry to hear about your dad
Please stay strong!
Tim, Patti & Sterling Noble
Tim Noble - January 22 at 10:28 AM

“

Dear Mr Blackwood,
Thank you for being a great role model, confidant and all around wonderful human being.
You and your family are in our Thoughts and Prayers.
Carl Brehm
Carl Brehm - January 22 at 09:03 PM

