Ellen Morris-Gutierrez
March 2, 1949 - September 24, 2010

Ellen Morris-Gutierrez died peacefully on Friday, September 24, 2010 at AngelsGrace
Hospice at the age of 61, surrounded by her family. Born on March 2, 1949 in Waukesha
to J. Russell and Jennie (Pugh) Morris, she graduated from Waukesha South High School
and received a Bachelor’s degree from the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee. On
March 9, 1985, at Southminster Presbyterian Church in Waukesha, she was united in
marriage to Fred Gutierrez, with whom she remained to her final day. Ellen fashioned a
career around public service and community involvement. Employment included being the
first executive director of the Retired Senior Volunteer Program, district staff representative
for former state senator Lynn Adelman, director for community relations and publications
at Carroll University, substitute teacher at the Waukesha and New Berlin school districts
and field researcher for the University of Chicago for the National Children’s Study. She
had an abiding commitment to her community and served on the boards of Family Service
of Waukesha County and Presbyterian Homes Foundation and was involved with the Girl
Scouts and other nonprofit organizations. She helped found The Caring Place and the
Literacy Council of Greater Waukesha. She was elected to the Waukesha School Board
and was the campaign manager for Steve Schmuki in his run for the 97th Assembly
District. She volunteered for the Meals on Wheels program and for several years ran the
Future Problem Solvers program at Randall Elementary School. She was an Elder at
Southminster Presbyterian Church and was elected Moderator of the Presbytery for the
Presbytery of Milwaukee. Recently she had begun attending the Unitarian Universalist
Church West, in part for its community involvement and attention to human rights. Ellen
delighted in children and over the years became “mom” or “Auntie Ellen” to the many to
whom she provided piano lessons, befriended or nurtured. Special interests included
reading, the visual and performing arts, and travel. And she loved babies. Above all,
Ellen cherished her family, daughters Erica Leigh Holm and Adriana Elise Gutierrez, both
of Chicago, son Martin Morris Gutierrez of Waukesha and husband Fred Gutierrez of
Waukesha. She had great love for her two sisters: Janet (Frederick) Fosdal of Middleton,
WI and Marjorie Neuhoff of Austin, TX. She was a special aunt to many nieces and
nephews. She is also survived by her former husband, Eric Holm of Waukesha, other
relatives and many friends. She was preceded in death by her parents. Visitation will be

held on Saturday, October 9, 2010 from 1:00-4:00pm followed by a memorial service at
4:00pm at Randle-Dable Funeral Home, 1110 S. Grand Ave., Waukesha, WI. Reverend
Suzelle Lynch will preside over the service. Memorial donations in Ellen’s name may be
made to Unitarian Universalist Church West, 13001 W. North Ave., Brookfield, WI 530055219, or the nonprofit organization of choice.

Comments

“

Dear Fred and Family,
We are deeply saddened to hear about Ellen. We remember her as a committed,
connected, and highly energetic woman who cared deeply about the world she lived
in and who took the necessary action steps to "walk the walk" that made a difference.
We can't imagine what you are going through at this time, but we send our deepest
sympathy and our love, David and Pat Hundhausen

Pat and David Hundhausen - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Fred: It was a privilege to light candles and pray for sweet beloved Ellen this
week. Shalom to you and your family. You have a special spirit of kindness that
touches many of us who are fortunate to know you. During these challenging days
following Ellen's death, and for the future, I send warm feelings of friendship, love
and support every day.
David

David Brostrom - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Fred and Family. We are saddened to hear about Ellen. We knew her when we
attended Southminster and Ellen always brightened our day when we talked with her.
We loved her for her caring ways, her sense of commitment to church and
community, and her wonderful sense of humor. Our prayers are with you and your
family.

T.C. and Linda Johnson - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

There are so many people who will miss the joy of having Ellen in their lives. My
deepest sympathy to all of you who love her.
Susie

Susie Kroseberg - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Ellens passing. We remember her from many events in
Waukesha. She was a wonderful person. We are sure she will be missed by many in
the Waukesha community. Our prayes and though are with you.
RIck & Mary Ann Waldenmeyer

Rick & Mary Ann Waldenmeyer - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Ellen, you will always be in our hearts. Your kind and loving spirit will live forever.

Brian and Beth McGrath - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Our sincere prayers and condolences for all of you close to Ellen. Although I first
knew Ellen as a child and young adult who was always firendly with time to say hello,
she later touched our lives permanently by gifting us an opportunity to add to our
non-traditional family of students from around the world. During her work with the
Waukesha School System, she participated in the Waukesha Sister City Education
program traveling to Kazakhstan and living with a family who asked her to help them
find a family in Waukesha for their daughter to spend a year in a Waukesha High
Schol. We are deeply in her debt for this opportunity. Tanya, remembering Ellen as a
"really nice woman," Pedro and I are truely saddened to hear of her suffering. To
Fred and all your family & to Janet & Margie and all the Morris family we send our
deepest sympathy. We share your pride in having know Ellen during this life and
know "her reward is great in heaven."

Pedro & Mary Lou(Kennedy)Betancourth - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

To Janet and Ellen's families, my prayers for you at this difficult time. May you find
peace in the Lord.
Susan

susan butske - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

We extend our deep sympathy to Ellen's family. We never met Ellen, but through the
years that we knew Ellen's sister, Margie, we came to know and admire her. Margie
always spoke lovingly of her precious sister and was proud of Ellen's
accomplishments. Margie very much appreciated her sister's ability to be passionate
and involved in important activities and events that helped people in need. Our
hearts go out to you. With love, Linda and Allen Delzell

Linda and Allen Delzell - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

There isn't alot more that I can say that hasn't already been written about the
fabulous person that you were and the giving life you led to help others.
Although we were never really close as we grew into adults I always watched your
progress and was proud of your accomplishments.I know that your Mom and Dad
and big sisters were as well.
You arrived quietly and now you have exited the same way.
Its been said that actions speak louder than words and I believe that your record
certainly proves that.
God has taken back the Morris girl from
Central Avenue that so quietly showed
us how to live a life of public service
that we all can be proud of.
The Lord Bless You and Keep You

Robert Pugh - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Fred, I am so sorry for your loss. I know that you have a strong circle of family and
friends that will help ease you through this hard time. Please accept my sympathy.

Susan Baran - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Fred and Family:
Julie and I are so sorry to hear of Ellen's passing. Her commitment to a better
Waukesha was unyielding. Her advocacy directly led to the hiring of David Schmidt
who was an excellent Superintendent of Schools. We will be out of town this
weekend and will be unable to attend Ellen's memorial. Please know that you are in
our thoughts and prayers.
Bill Domina and Julie Gay.

Judge William Domina - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

To Ellen's Family
Only two years ago Ellen gave the most heartfelt and touching tribute to my sister at
her memorial. Words cannot express my appreciation for her then and my sadness
for your loss.
Sincerely,
Judy Zeller

Judy Zeller - September 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

