Donald E. Roberts
December 10, 1939 - January 6, 2018

That’s it. He’s outta here. Donald E. Roberts (aka Dr. Dirt) died peacefully on Saturday,
January 6, at AngelsGrace Hospice, after a brief but hard fought battle with cancer.
He was born in Wales to Ruth and Gwilym Roberts on December 10, 1939 and grew up
on the family’s dairy farm, Prairie Dale Farms. He resided on the property most of his life.
“Dr. Dirt” as Don was affectionately known, was a remarkable and spirited man who lived
life on his own terms. He was an avid motorcycling enthusiast hitting the open road often
and annually trekking to Sturgis on his Harley-Davidson Bad Boy. He made friends easily
and was well-known wherever he went, whether hanging out at Elsa’s, mixing it up at
Summerfest, frequenting biker bars and motorcycle rallies with his buddies or taking in a
Badger football game in Madison. As a one-time student of UW-Madison, Don was a
lifelong Badger fan. He left the university when duty called, returning to work on the family
farm. As an avid sports fan he also rooted for the Green Bay Packers and Sundays were
spent with family cheering on the Pack.
Nobody worked harder than Don. He proudly founded and ran Roberts & Son
Landscaping and then Roberts Topsoil and he continued to work hauling dirt until the very
end. Despite working tirelessly from sun up to sun down, Don also enjoyed spending time
with his family, especially his six grandchildren. Don took pleasure in their shenanigans
and the kids delighted in him. Don loved to meet his kids and grandkids Friday nights at
Finn’s for a fish fry topping off the night with custard at Le Duc’s. For many years
Wednesday night family dinners at the farm with Grandma Ruth were not to be missed.
Don, who was known for his generosity, frequently lent others a helping hand and was
always ready to dole out advice, which the listener knew was coming because it would be
punctuated emphatically by one of Don’s classic signature lines like “Think about it!” or
“Listen to what I am saying!” While not a church goer himself, for years he made sure
Jerusalem Presbyterian Church, his family’s parish, always had a Christmas tree.
Don was loved immensely and is survived by his children Kyle (Mary) Roberts, Marnie
Roberts and Maria Roberts; grandchildren Shannon, Josh and Molly Lecher, Elizabeth
and Megan Roberts, and Keegan Andersen Roberts. He is also survived by his sister
Shirley (George) Conway and his brother Hal Roberts. He was preceded in death by his
parents, Ruth and Gwilym, his older brother Jack Roberts, his niece, Chris Enslow and his

great niece Ruthie Green. In addition, he will be missed by nieces, nephews, extended
family, friends and bikers too numerous to name. It’s been a helluva ride Dirt. We’re all
going to miss you.
The family would like to thank the staff at ProHealth Care, including Dr. Saadati and the
ICU staff, as well as the staff at AngelsGrace Hospice for their exceptional care during the
last weeks of Don’s life.
Will there be a celebration of Dirt’s life? You betcha! Family and friends are welcome to
gather at Jerusalem Presbyterian Church, Wales, on Saturday, January 13 from 11:00 AM
until 2:00 PM. The funeral service will be at 2:30 PM, followed by a reception in the church
basement and then to Finn’s Bar & Grill, 220 Summit Avenue, Wales to remember good
times and share libations. Burial will be at Salem Cemetery, Wales.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Don’s memory can be made to Jerusalem Presbyterian
Church.
And remember, as Dirt would always say, “Watch out for the other guys!”
Randle-Dable-Brisk Funeral Home, Crematory & Preplanning Services is honored to serve
the family. For further information, please call the funeral home at 262-547-4035 or visit
our website at www.randledable.com for directions or to leave the family an online tribute
message.
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Comments

“

Will never forget Donny. We enjoyed his company many evenings at the 5 O'clock
Club for a chicken fry, Thanksgiving Dinner at our house, and drinks at home/Finns.
A good memory was we always knew Donny was on his way home after bar time
roaring West on I-94 on his bike. We would wake out of a sound sleep and hear him
roar by. We could always know it was him and he made it home safely from
Milwaukee.
Lots of good memories and fun times. Donny is a great man and had a big heart.
Our deepest sympathy to the family of Donald E. Roberts. He is in our thoughts and
prayers and God Bless you all.

Jim and Judy Sigerud
Jim and Judy Sigerud - January 13 at 12:02 PM

“

Condolences to the family! Donnie was a good guy always ready to give me some
good advise. He was an original one and only. They threw the mold away when they
created him. May he enjoy travelling the roads above. He will be missed. PEACE!
Joe Kamm

Joe Kamm - January 12 at 03:36 PM

“

Sapphire Skies Bouquet was purchased for the family of Donald E. Roberts.

January 10 at 06:05 PM

“

Met him probably back in '78 as a 5th grader, Mr. Roberts, at the Roberts farm for
dinner on a Sunday night most likely. Not sure what to make of this crazy guy. Our
paths have intertwined so many times from there on growing up, through marriages
& kids (Mary/Jason/Matt), and though my parents. Introducing him to my husband
and then my son (who he might have scared the first time with his forthrightness).
Making it a goal to see who could find him first at Summerfest, seeing him at Finns,
we crossed paths when I worked at a landscape company. He was Mr. Roberts, Dr.

Dirt, Donny and someone I thought of as a father figure. If I EVER needed anything I
knew I could count on him. With tears and a smile/giggle I write this because I know
that he and my father are looking down from above right now, both with a cigarette
hanging out of their mouth, telling some story that leads to advice, "Hear what I'm
sayin'?"
When someone you love becomes a memory, that memory becomes a treasure.
Deb Bennett - January 10 at 08:51 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Mary Honkamp (Lug Nuts) - January 09 at 09:16 PM

“

“

RIP Dirt
Mary Honkamp (Lug Nuts) - January 09 at 11:37 PM

I am so sorry. I always loved Donny' s free spirit. He truly lived and enjoyed each
moment. He will be missed.
LuAnn B

LuAnn B - January 09 at 07:45 PM

“

Awe. So sad. Have seen him around for many, many years. 20+ .
He was just in my work not that long ago with his grand daughters. I work with
Megan.
So sorry for your loss. Rip

Jennifer Garcia - January 09 at 06:21 PM

“

From the very first time I met him, I admired him. Here was a guy that truly lived life
his way and clearly enjoyed it and was well loved. He will be missed.
RIP Dr. Dirt.... or don't.... You're likely going to live REST just as you lived LIFE; your
way. And that is what makes you awesome.

Michael Weix - January 09 at 06:07 PM

“

One of a kind. Always lit up the room. Had so many stories and nicknames for
people, like "The Gigglers" (Mena and Molly), and "Booster Buddy" (Camela).
Whenever Pete or I ran into him, he poured out his heart and wisdom (in his own
special way), and we loved him so much! Anyone who knew him was better for it.

Sandy Pulos - January 09 at 03:29 PM

“

Dr. Dirt my grandpa was a hard worker and always had something wise or sarcastic
to say. He was always full of light and energy. He always had to do something
whether going to bars, work, badger games or spending time with his family and he
love to enjoy his time on his motorcycle. He was a great grandpa and he will me
missed by so many people who knew him. Rest in peace Grandpa

Keegan Roberts - January 09 at 02:14 PM

“

Thinking of the Roberts family, prayers, God Speed Dr Dirt.
Dave and Beth Brown Wales
DAVID G BROWN - January 10 at 07:43 AM

“

Don and i use to hit the bars together when we kids, sorry to here to here of your
passing, i will always think of the good times we had together. hap washburn

harold washburn [ hap ] - January 09 at 01:11 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Joyce Lehnigk - January 09 at 11:22 AM

“

"Think about it..."
Joyce - January 09 at 11:25 AM

“

Salute Brother. May you rest in peace. - George Flessas, Cebu City, Philippines

George Flessas - January 09 at 10:44 AM

“

Remembering back many years when we were kids and all the memories that are so
dear to our heart. We were farm neighbors and spent so much time at your beloved
farm. Such wonderful times I will never forget. You Don always had a smile on your
face and seemed to be the happiest "Dirt Man" I have ever know. Your family was the
greatest. I know your family will miss you so much but you left this earth with
memories that will be embedded in their hearts forever. May God wrap his arms
around you and your family. Love you Donnie.

Joan Davies Carlson - January 09 at 09:48 AM

“

So sorry for your loss, Marnie. You and your family are in my thoughts and prayers!

LISA E PAINTER - January 09 at 08:27 AM

“

Dirt was the real deal, the bone in the soup!
Miss ya already bud!
Tom & Bev Noll

tom noll - January 08 at 09:48 PM

“

I salute you Dr Dirt. You’ve always had a good head and style about you. Happy memories.
Much respect.
beverly noll - January 08 at 09:53 PM

“

We will Miss you Dr. Dirt and all of your wisdom you espoused on us all, over the years. We
will "think about it" and you!
Joy and Clay Feight
Joy Feight - January 13 at 01:20 PM

“

Condolences to the Roberts family. Will always remember how good you were to my
sons Scott & Brian Janssen and Craig Grall. R.I.P. Donny...you are a good man!

lonne grall - January 08 at 09:36 PM

“

Dirt was a good guy and a dick all at the same time, i think he would agree. He will
be missed. Cake.

Jeffrey Hinrichs - January 08 at 08:27 PM

“

Miss you already Dirt. Always knew if your bike was outside there was a friend
inside. Thanks for the memories
Tom & Sue Nienow

Tom Nienow - January 08 at 08:18 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with all you at this time. I just loved “ Dr.Dirt”.(Donny)
Knew him for many many years. He will be so missed...

Moose Howard(Appenzeller) - January 08 at 07:57 PM

“

Was always a good guy and will always be a good guy.
Kris & I would run into Dirt 2 or 3 times a week and he always seemed happy to see
us EVER TIME, even if he was faking it...and that's a good friend.
Always in good company with Dr. Dirt. "Hear what I'm sayin'?"

Riggs - January 08 at 07:32 PM

“

My heart goes out to the family. He was and always will be very special to me.

Mark Etter - January 08 at 05:35 PM

“

You will be missed dearly!!! You have touched many hearts!!! May you find peace
and ride with the wind forever and ever!! Love you Hon

Nora Michaelis - January 08 at 05:30 PM

“

So sorry to learn of the Drs. passing.
He was the Real Deal. Unlike so many wanna B's.
May he rest in Peace.

Tice Nichols - January 08 at 04:18 PM

“

We will miss you dearly! You touched so many lives over your years here,
established an amazing family that will continue to grow and your smile, witt,
sarcasm, chuckle, hugs, and plain old every day conversations about life will always
be cherished, blessed memories. God Speed! Ride On like you’ve never Ride now
before

Lisa Kasten - January 08 at 03:21 PM

“
“

*Riden Before
Lisa Kasten - January 08 at 03:23 PM

You will be missed dearly!! You have touched many hearts!!! May you find peace and ride
with the wind forever and ever!! Love you Hon
Nora Michaelis - January 08 at 05:26 PM

“

Many years, and many memories , you will be so missed by so many.

Robin Lackey (Mcdonald) - January 08 at 03:04 PM

“

Miss you sooooooo much!

Marnie Roberts - January 08 at 02:08 PM

“

Donnie was , and still is a great person, a fun person, and a hard working man. Wales won't
be the same without him. So sorry for your lose.
Pat Mater - January 09 at 10:01 PM

“

Our condolences to the Roberts family at the. Loss of this great man. Thinking of you and
offering our prayers. Sherry & Jim
sharon egger - January 10 at 02:49 PM

“

I'm going to miss our Sunday mornings can't believe I lost such a great friend
Scot Bollmeier - January 11 at 11:28 PM

