Dawn Christine Rolling
December 17, 1943 - December 11, 2020

Dawn (Burek) Rolling, 76, passed away on Friday, Dec. 11, 2020 in her hometown of
Waukesha. Dawn lived a vigorous life and was loved by her family and numerous friends.
Dawn was born on Dec. 17, 1943 in Wausau, WI, the daughter of the late Edward and
Gertrude (Peters) Burek. She was educated at St. Anne’s Catholic Parish and graduated
from Wausau East High School. Dawn explored serving as a nun, attending Sisters of St.
Francis of the Holy Cross in Bay Settlement in Green Bay, WI. She was married in 1964
and had four beautiful children. Dawn worked for many years assisting individuals seek
freedom from substance abuse issues, achieving her AODA certification from Kettle
Moraine Hospital and her bachelor’s degree from Ottawa University.
Dawn enjoyed engaging in zealous conversation with family and friends with a vast sense
of humor and a zest for life. Anyone who knew Dawn, knew she loved her family and
friends. Her family included her children, Todd Rolling, Debbie (Todd) Merrill, Thad (Jane)
Rolling, Dona Drew (Tim Jantz); seven grandchildren (Catalina, Ava, Erin, Emily, Molly,
Christopher, and Geramiah) and six great-grandchildren. She has two brothers Michael
(Ellen) Burek and Peter (Marilyn) Burek along with nieces, nephews and many, many
friends.
Dawn had numerous talents as a master seamstress, and enjoyed knitting and crocheting
gifts and creating other works of art. She was an excellent cook and candy maker.
Perhaps the most prominent traits Dawn was known for were her giving heart and her
tireless care and advocacy for her oldest son Todd. The special love and affection for Todd
created a bond that lasted 55 years on earth and will continue forever.
Dawn was active in the Waukesha community, volunteering for the Special Olympics and
the ARC of Wisconsin. In 2000, she was named “Volunteer of the Year” by the Waukesha
County Council on Alcoholism and Other Drug Abuse for her dedication to volunteer
service.

The family thanks the caregivers at Waukesha Memorial Hospital for their excellent care.
When it is safe to do so, Dawn’s children plan to host a gathering to celebrate Dawn’s life
and spirit. In lieu of flowers, donations are suggested to Special Olympics (https://give.spe
cialolympics.org).

Comments

“

Dawn has taught me so much she made me laugh so many times I miss our lunch
dates you will be missed

Glorian Figueroa - February 05 at 11:37 AM

“

Dawn is a special and bright memory in my life. Dawn taught me more about what it
means to be a woman than any woman in my life. She taught by embodying
compassion, strength, resistance, understanding, truth, flexibility, loyalty, humor,
Faith, love, acceptance, determination, and gentleness. Dawn's smile was infectious;
her eyes sparkled, and HER energy was infectious! My children and I would have
been lost without Dawn when we moved to Waukesha. Thank you, Dawn - You are
still the sunshine! Elaine

Elaine R Brockman - January 21 at 12:59 PM

“

I will forever be grateful to you, Dawn for your wise counsel, compassion, and sense
of humor. You love for life and genuine desire to help others was contagious. You will
be sorely missed!

James Hishmeh - January 21 at 11:02 AM

“

Dawn you are surely missed. You could be the voice of reason when I was so
frustrated and good source of love and laughter. You knew how to make someone
feel special . Richard will miss the toffee you made sure he got. Peace and love.
Jeanne and Richard Bascom.

Jeanne Bascom - January 20 at 11:51 PM

“

I didn't know Dawn for very long, but the time I did spend with her was awesome.
She was such a vibrant person, great smile and laughing eyes. You will be missed by
so many, and I count myself lucky to be in that group. Wish we could have had more
time..........
Larri Jean Jacoby
Wichita Falls, TX

Larri Jacoby - January 20 at 10:53 PM

“

Best neighbor ever while I was growing up. Spent many days at her house! My
condolences to the family. I will never forget your mom! She was a wonderful soul.

Jillayne Godfrey - January 20 at 10:47 PM

“

Dawn was a very caring woman and will be missed by all who knew her. We know by our
faith she’s “Safely Home” Eternal rest grant unto her o Lord and let the perpetual light shine
upon her and may her soul and all the souls of the faithfully departed through the mercy of
God Rest In Peace
John (Jack) Bieschke - January 21 at 11:17 PM

