Barbara Ann Heighway
November 25, 1924 - October 7, 2021

Barbara Ann Heighway of Waukesha and formerly of Middleton passed away on
Thursday, October 7, 2021, at her residence at the age of 96. She was born in Gary,
Indiana on November 25, 1924, the daughter of Fred and Clara (nee Dixon) Melby. In
1945 she married her beloved husband, Dr. Thomas Franklin Heighway and in 1952 they
moved to Middleton, WI. Middleton became their home where Frank began his medical
practice of 50 years. During the 50-year practice, Barbara joined her husband as an RN
for the last 25 years. They were well loved within the Middleton community. In 2002, Frank
passed away and Barbara moved to Waukesha to be closer to her children and
grandchildren. Following her move to Waukesha, Barbara became a member of St.
Matthias Episcopal Church where she was active in the altar guild, bridge and bell choir.
She also continued her passion and love of being a nurse through her volunteer work at
St. Joseph Medical Clinic. Barbara was an avid bridge player, loved antiques, played the
cello and at the age of 85 learned to play the clarinet. She had a great love for all people
and always put others before herself. Barbara will be forever remembered as a loving and
devoted wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and friend.
She will be sadly missed by her children, Nancy Switzer of Rochester, MN, Susan
Heighway (Andy Bachhuber) of Madison, Robbi Heighway (Richard Nebel) of Waukesha
and John Heighway (Mary Chris) of Brookfield. Dear Granny to Jonathan Switzer, Ben
(Rachel) Switzer, Marcus Bachhuber, Tom Nebel, Clair Heighway (Andrew Rebstock),
Terese (Zach) Bordeau and Diane Heighway and great-granny to Oliver Bordeau, Daniel
Switzer, Abigail Switzer and Kryslynn Baker (Switzer). She will also be fondly remembered
by nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. In addition to her husband of 57 years,
Frank, she was preceded in death by her infant son Thomas, Jr. her sister Betty Turner
and brother John Melby.
A celebration of Barbara’s wonderful life will take place at St. Matthias Episcopal Church,
111 E. Main Street, Waukesha, WI 53186 on Saturday, November 20th with visitation from
1:00 p.m. until the 2:00 p.m. memorial service. MASKS ARE REQUIRED AT CHURCH.
Memorials are appreciated to St. Matthias Episcopal Church.

Events
NOV
20

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

St. Matthias Episcopal Church
111 E. Main Street, Waukesha, WI, US, 53186

NOV
20

Memorial Service

02:00PM - 03:00PM

St. Matthias Episcopal Church
111 E. Main Street, Waukesha, WI, US, 53186

Comments

“

I have known Barb for almost 40 years. We played in a small orchestra, Barb the
cello and I, the viola. My husband went to Northwestern University and so did Barb.
My husband and I moved to Georgia 16 years ago. When I would return to Wisconsin
to visit my mother, Barb and I would get together for lunch. She was a very kind,
sweet, down to earth lady. The only reason I looked for her on-line was because I did
not get a Christmas card from her this year. Barb, R.I.P. You are missed.
Pat Holoyda
Macon, GA

Pat Holoyda - January 07 at 02:25 PM

“

Barb was such a sweet friend of our Mom, Linda Ann Sires. Mom always spoke
highly of Barb and really appreciated her friendship. As we mourn the loss of our
Mom, I'm relieved knowing she will have a friend to play bridge with in heaven with
their husbands. My sympathy to Barb's family, I know how truly painful it is to lose
someone so sweet and caring.

Shen Sires - October 20, 2021 at 07:19 PM

“

The Heighways were our first neighbors when we moved to Middleton. Barbara was
my first friend in Middleton. She and Doc were not only our health caretakers but
became our personal friends. Barbara was so kind and helpful to our family. She was
always ready to help in any way she could and of course with 4 youngsters, one
could use help. Being a nurse, she had a wealth of information if any of the children
had a sign of illness. , Barb and I could visit often and we never ran out of things to
talk about.
She was extremely helpful when my husband passed away and I won't forget her
compassion and wisdom.
I kept in touch with Barb when she moved to Waukesha and would talk to her on the
phone often.She always sounded strong and I admired her independence. My last
conversation with Barbara was about 2 months ago. I loved to hear her laugh. I will
mss our Birthday chats as that is something we would do every year.
Barb was a friendly, loving and caring woman. She will be missed, but the memories
she has left on the Thiel family will live on forever.
My Sincere condolences to John, Nancy, Robbie, Susie and their families.
Madeline Thiel Laufenberg

Madeline Laufenberg - October 13, 2021 at 01:14 PM

“

Mrs. Heighway and her family were our neighbors during my childhood. Her and Doc
were also our family healthcare team ! Her daughters Nancy and Suzie were our
(Kenny and me) babysitters ! Many childhood memories include this family !
May she sleep in heavenly peace !

jeannie adler ammirati - October 11, 2021 at 02:21 PM

